In Kingston's “No Name Woman” I can not get over the statements that an entire society would place honor over the life of a loved one.  I do understand that many cultures do not place the same level of importance for a woman as they do for a man, but this behavior is a bit over the top;  especially from ones own parents and siblings.  I also do not agree with the issue of importance over the sex of ones child, but I must remember that even here in the United States that our founding fathers also placed an importance of men over women.  Women were not included in the election process for some period of time.  The opening line to the story shows the shame the family has suppressed, “You must not tell anyone what I am about to tell you.  In China your father had a sister who killed herself” (2028).  The mother described the incident at the house before the aunt gave birth with great detail and how the society felt they were doing the honorable thing, “When they left, they took sugar and oranges to bless themselves” (2029).  They blessed themselves for ransacking a house!! ?  Of course later we find that the mother is only telling the narrator so that the narrator will not shame the family.  She says, ”Don't let your father know that I told you.  He denies her.  Now that you have started to menstruate, what happened to her could happen to your.  Don't humiliate us.” (2029)  To put this issue even further over-the-top,  this child that the aunt carried was possibly the result of a rape and possibly the man that raped her was in the crowd destroying the house, for honorable reasons.   

