The Performer's Role
Introduction
	[bookmark: intro]

	In his own words...

"Since a musician cannot otherwise move people, but he be moved himself, so he must necessarily be able to induce in himself all those affects which he would arouse in his auditors; he conveys his feelings to them, and thus most readily moves them to sympathetic emotions."

Carl Philip Emanuel Bach

	


Music and time are inextricably intertwined. Whether in a live or recorded performance, music is an art form that occurs “in the moment.” From the composer or the performer's point of view, music may happen without it actually being performed as, for example, when the composer thinks of a tune “in her head” or when the performer imagines the music without actually playing it. As far as the listener is concerned, however, music only happens when it is actually performed.
As opposed to numerous world music traditions where there is no distinction between composer and performer, in European Western art music from around the 1800s onwards, the performer acts as the bridge between the composer and the listener by interpreting the composer’s musical score and conveying the composer's intent and meaning during the performance. The performer adds her individual style and emotional approach to the interpretation of the printed score—musical notation—which may be written for either a solo performer or a group of musicians (referred to as a vocal or instrumental ensemble).
The way we perceive or respond to a piece of music is unavoidably tied to the way it is performed. The listener is more likely to feel moved by or connected to the music if the performer not only has great technique as a singer or instrumentalist, but also manages to communicate a deep understanding of the emotional message or mood of the music. The role of the performer is one of the most integral and influential aspects of the music experience.
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The Interpretation of a Spiritual
Listen carefully to a well-known spiritual called Deep River sung by Barbara Conrad.
[image: Barbara Conrad Photo]
Barbara Conrad
[image: Click to Listen]Deep river 

When asked to personalize an introduction to this recording, Conrad reflected:
Imagine a small southwestern rural black community, rich-red soil, beautiful fields of cotton, corn, potatoes, and such clear blue skies, hot-hot sun, huge oak-trees that provided wonderful shade and gentle breezes perfumed with the unique smell of East Texas Pines. This is the place where I grew up, a place called Center Point. And where my family and friends, proudly and dutifully toiled long and hard to establish this community. They built our homes, our school and Center Point Baptist Church where I first experienced great gospel revivals and the singing of Negro spirituals. It was a great old Church to worship and to vent matters of the spirit, be it troubled or exultant. It was a safe haven where all could release some of the pain of a segregated and sometimes cruel South. We, as a family, prayed, sang, shouted, and often wept for the horrible injustices done to our people.

And it was in those early years of my life that I first gleaned what a great antidote these spirituals could be - how it let spirits and hearts know the ecstasy of freedom. It was in this Church that I was able to freely express all my joys and sorrows and find the source of inspiration so that Jesus, my black Jesus, could dwell in me. Where else, therefore, could I possibly do my first recording of spirituals but in the Church, where every prayer meeting began with my Bigmama singing, O, Glory, Glory, Hallelujah, when I lay My Burden Down, and often ending with my brother Dinard playing the piano and singing, Come Ye Disconsolate? (Earth has no sorrow, that Heaven cannot heal).

It is not surprising that Barbara Conrad, in looking into her heart, dedicated this recording to her beloved brother Dinard.
	

	In his own words...

"The plantation songs known as the Spirituals are the spontaneous outbursts of intense religious fervor...They breathe a child-like faith in a personal Father, and glow with the hope that the children of bondage will ultimately pass out of the wilderness of slavery into the land of freedom..."

Booker T. Washington - 1904

	


Almost a century later, after great changes in law, attitude, and culture, the music perseveres. It is difficult to trace with precision exactly from where it originated. It is, however, safe to acknowledge that today, this type of music may be found in Africa, the Caribbean, and the New World.



Test


Top of Form
Section 1, Question 1
		[bookmark: 1675794]The following excerpt is an example of an ensemble composition.

True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	False

	Feedback
	Correct! This excerpt is an example of a solo composition.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 2
		[bookmark: 1675795]The excerpt below is an example of which of the following?


Instrumental ensemble 

String ensemble 

Vocal ensemble 

Percussion ensemble 
	Answer 






	Answer
	Choice number 3: Vocal ensemble

	Feedback
	Correct! That excerpt was an example of a vocal ensemble.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 3
		[bookmark: 1675796]The following excerpt is an example of an ensemble.

True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	True

	Feedback
	Correct! This excerpt is an example of a composition for an ensemble.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 4
		[bookmark: 1675791]Deep River is a great example of a jazz piece.

True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	True

	Feedback
	Sorry. Deep River is not a great example of a jazz piece.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 5
		[bookmark: 1675790]Great performers possess outstanding technique but may not have deep musical understanding. 
True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	True

	Feedback
	Sorry. Great performers have not only outstanding technique but also deep, musical understanding.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 6
		[bookmark: 1675789]According to Booker T. Washington, plantation songs have nothing to do with religious fervor. 
True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	False

	Feedback
	Correct! According to Booker T. Washington, they are the product of intense, religious fervor.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 7
		[bookmark: 1675797]The following excerpt is an example of a solo composition.

True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	True

	Feedback
	Correct! This excerpt is an example of a solo composition.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 8
		[bookmark: 1675792]The title of the song Deep River is a reference to a river in North Carolina. 
True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	False

	Feedback
	Correct! Deep River may have referred to the name of a local Quaker meeting house, not a river in North Carolina.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 9
		[bookmark: 1675793]The following excerpt is an example of a solo composition.

True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	False

	Feedback
	Correct! This excerpt is an example of a composition for an ensemble.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 10
		[bookmark: 1675788]The performer acts as a bridge between the composer and the listener. 
True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	True

	Feedback
	Correct! The performer acts as a bridge between the composer and the listener.
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