Introduction
An essential element in all the arts, the concept of form is associated with shape, organization, structure, pattern, relationships, coherence, and placement; and ultimately, with questions of proportion and balance. In music, form refers to how sound is organized in time; it helps us understand how durations, pitches, timbres, and volume add up to a coherent whole. Regardless of a piece's simplicity or complexity, our appreciation and enjoyment of it is closely related to our capacity to understand its form and feel the emotional message it conveys. 
Traditionally, musicians have used unity, variety, repetition, and contrast to shape sound into a variety of pre-established form templates that have proven successful over time. Naturally, the simpler the composition, the easier it is to grasp its form. Working songs, folks songs, inspirational hymns, marches, and pop songs are all types of music whose familiarity is based, to a large extent, on their simple form. Grasping the form of longer, more complex compositions, as those found in art music—whether by Beethoven, Chopin, John Adams, or Chick Corea—requires more practice and focused attention. In such cases, recognition of form comes in very handy, as it helps guide the listener through the listening experience.
As an initial example of how a piece of music is structured, listen to Frédéric Chopin's Étude in C minor , Op. 10, No. 12, an example of three-part or ternary form. It is best to begin by listening to the piece from beginning to end (it lasts a little over three minutes).
The Structure of a Chopin Étude
In ternary form there are three sections, usually labeled A, B, and A. The letter A is used to denote two sections because elements of the initial section—the first A—return at the end of the piece, giving a sense of unity and wholeness to the work. The following brief descriptions illustrate different sections of this piece:
Section A
Introduction
Rich chords in the right hand represent the melody, while cascading, falling figurations in the left hand represent the accompaniment.

Strong, heroic melody in the right-hand
Sweeping accompaniment in the left hand
Section B
New right-hand melody; tension builds. Figurations (melodic patterns) continue in the left hand
Section A
Introductory section comes back again. 

Return to heroic melody in right-hand and left-hand accompaniment (very similar to Section A)

Conclusion
[image: Chopin's Piano in Majorca]
Chopin's piano on the island of Majorca
Structure is a crucial aspect of all the arts, even more so with music. It helps the mind organize and process what is being heard and then begin to develop expectations about what will happen next in a piece of music. The more an individual knows about specific forms of music, the more he or she is capable of distinguishing and identifying excellent examples of certain forms.
Chopin's Revolutionary Étude illustrates a three-part music structure, also called ternary or ABA form. It is one of the most common forms across all styles of music.
Why is this étude nicknamed Revolutionary? Legend has it that Chopin—born in Zelazowa Wola, a small town near Warsaw (Poland)—wrote it as a reaction to the Russian occupation of Warsaw when the news reached him in Paris on September 1831. This story adds an extra element to a work of considerable bravura, the last in the first set of Twelve Études, Opus 10. This set was composed between 1829 and 1832, published in 1833, and dedicated to the famous pianist Franz Liszt (1811-1886).
Incidentally, the term étude refers to a piece used to teach a particular technical skill to performers (or aspiring performers)—it means study. Chopin composed another set of 12 études, his Opus 25, between 1832 and 1836. His creative genius turned drills of mechanical difficulties into enduring, haunting masterpieces. These pieces are still used to improve a pianist's technique, but more significantly, they continue to be performed on a regular basis in concert venues all over the world.


Top of Form
Section 1, Question 1
		[bookmark: 1675802]The term étude refers to pieces that are used to teach a particular technical skill to performers. 
True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	True

	Feedback
	Correct! The term étude refers to pieces that are used to teach a particular technical skill to performers.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 2
		[bookmark: 1675799]Understanding form is not necessary for enhancing the appreciation of music. 
True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	False

	Feedback
	Correct! An understanding of form enhances and improves one's appreciation of music, because form is the strongest organizing element in music.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 3
		[bookmark: 1675806]Ternary form is one of the most common forms for all styles of music. 
True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	True

	Feedback
	Correct! Ternary or ABA form is one of the most common forms for all styles of music.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 4
		[bookmark: 1675800]The Étude Op. 10 No. 12 in C minor by Frédéric Chopin is an example of two-part form.

True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	False

	Feedback
	Correct. Frédéric Chopin's Étude Op. 10 No. 12 in C minor is in ternary (three-part) form.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 5
		[bookmark: 1675807]Structure is important because it helps our minds begin to develop expectations about what will happen next in a piece of music. 
True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	True

	Feedback
	Correct! Structure is a crucial aspect of all arts, even more so of music. It helps our minds organize what we are hearing, and begin to develop expectations about what will happen next in a piece of music.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 6
		[bookmark: 1675801]The Étude Op. 10 No. 12 in C minor by Frédéric Chopin is nicknamed Revolutionary because it started a major upheaval in Paris in 1820. 

True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	False

	Feedback
	Correct! This piece by Frédéric Chopin is nicknamed Revolutionary, but it never started a major upheaval in Paris in 1820 or at any other time.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 7
		[bookmark: 1675810]Which section of Chopin's Étude in C minor does the following excerpt come from?


Sections A and B 

Section B 

Section A 

None of the above 
	Answer 






	Answer
	Choice number 2: Section B

	Feedback
	Correct! That excerpt comes from Section B.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 8
		[bookmark: 1675811]Listen to this excerpt from Section B of Chopin's Étude in C minor.
What is the function of the left hand in the following excerpt?


Introduces a new melody 

Takes over the main theme 

Continues playing figurations (melodic patterns) 

The left hand is not used in this piece 
	Answer 






	Answer
	Choice number 3: Continues playing figurations (melodic patterns)

	Feedback
	Correct! The left hand continues playing figurations (melodic patterns).




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 9
		[bookmark: 1675808]Which of the following is an example of a cadential point?
A. 
B. 

Excerpt A 

Excerpt B 

Both excerpts A and B 

Neither excerpts A or B 
	Answer 






	Answer
	Choice number 1: Excerpt A

	Feedback
	Correct! Excerpt A is an example of a cadential point or cadence.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 10
		[bookmark: 1675803]In the Étude Op. 10 No. 12 in C minor by Frédéric Chopin, the chords played by the right hand represent the accompaniment.

True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	False

	Feedback
	Correct. The rich chords in the right hand represent the melody, while the cascading figurations in the left hand represent the accompaniment.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.
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