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Qa = Allowable load-carrying capacity of pile group, lb.
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P = Perimeter distance of pile group, ft.
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L = Length of pile, ft.
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C = Average (weighted) cohesion or shear strength of material between
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the surface and the depth of the pile tip, psf.
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FSF = Factor of safety for the group friction area = 2
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qu = Average unconfined compressive strength zone below pile tips, psf; the thickness of the zone shall consider the pile group size and shape, as well as the soil stratigraphy and soil properties.
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w = Width of base of pile group , ft.
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b = Length of base of pile group, ft.
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A = Base area of pile group, sq. ft.
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FSB = Factor of safety for the group base area = 3




