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Essay #1 (in class essay)
English 1158

Summer 2008

Roberts

Personal Reflective Response Essay

The essays by Kingsolver and White are both examples of Personal Narrative, an essay that uses
storytelling techniques to discuss an idea of personal interest to the author. For this first assignment, you’ll
be asked to do the same. Like Kingsolver and White, your essay should be anchored in an exploration of
place and how that place is tied to larger ideas outside the narrow realm of Self.

In order to complete this assignment, you must first choose a place that you wish to write about. It could be
your family’s camp in Lacombe, your thinking spot under that big tree in the park, your grandmother’s
kitchen, the bathroom in your high school where you got caught smoking cigarettes for the first time, or
even your dorm room. Don’t just pick any place, pick a place that you feel confident that you can write
about. Remember that it will be up to you to explain to your readers what this place means to you and why.
You will be persuading your audience to see the significance of this place—why this place matters.

This essay will be evaluated by how well it uses the techniques discussed in class to convey an idea (such
as using specific scenes rooted in time and place, sensory details, an appropriate tone, etc.) about a certain
place with which the reader may or may not be familiar. In other words, this assignment is designed to get
you thinking about how to focus on a main idea, develop that idea with a number of concrete examples, and
utilize a variety of techniques to engage the reader and hold their attention.

Strategies for writing:

Focus your essay on a dominant idea. Organize your essay around a clearly identified central point. Use
concrete images and detail as support for that idea.

Develop your essay using techniques discussed in class. Use sensory details, comparisons and images, note
changes, and don’t forget to consider what is not there.

Organize your essay using a certain order, a distinct point of view, and an appropriate tone.

Format: Your essay should be composed in ink on lined-paper and should be at least 500 words. Place
your name, ID number, and the date in the top right hand corner of each page, along with a page number.
Skip lines, indent each new paragraph, and try to leave one-inch margins by writing between the vertical
red lines on the page (so that I can more easily fit comments on the page). You will have the entire class

period to compose your essay.

Date: to be written in class on THURS 6/12



