men bashing

Why is it politically correct to bash manhood?  Well maybe it’s time since men have been bashing everything else since time began.
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In a P.C. world, why are men the butt of everybody's jokes?

"Two guys go into a store to buy a brain. The male brain costs $100 and the female brain costs $25. When they ask the store clerk why the female brain costs so much less, he tells them, 'Because the female brain has been used.'"

- joke told by actress Sharon Stone during a March 1998 TV tribute to Betty Ford

Think that's funny? The audience certainly did. But can you imagine if the joke had been reversed - as it might have been, say, 50 years ago? We've come along way - so long that the pendulum is swinging in the other direction, and now it's aimed directly at you.

Thirty years after the women's movement began, there's really only one politically correct target group left: guys. Particularly rich white guys, but guys in general will do. Examples of male-bashing are all around us - in books and movies that denigrate men as ridiculously immature and entirely ruled by their little heads, in sitcoms that make husbands the butt of every family joke, in TV commercials that disparage male pride (if they're lost, it's because he's too stubborn to ask for directions) or portray them as unable to care for themselves (the only reason the macho guy recovers from his really tough headache is because she cajoles him into taking a pill). Meanwhile, the phrase "testosterone poisoning" has come to symbolize everything supposedly wrong with behaving like a typical male.

Now, it's not that there isn't any truth to these portrayals, or that the jokes weren't kind of funny the first time we heard them. But I have to admit, if I were a guy, I would be pretty steamed by now.

