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“Ado”

Presents a fictitious story on how Special Interest groups are censoring/banning historic literary writings 

In the United States we say that freedom of speech is one of our most precious human rights.  Freedom of speech was added to the United States Bill of Rights with the First Amendment, to protect speech from any organization, large or small, that would inflict it’s own values.  Lately, we have introduced “political correctness” as a means to circumvent the Bill of Rights.  “Ado” humorously pokes fun at some Special Interest Groups on why they want to censor literary writings by authors such as Shakespeare.

The storyline takes place in a school setting where a teacher is attempting to let her class know that she will be reading Shakespeare in her class.  Connie Willis starts out by writing that during the announcement of the subject of Shakespeare one of the students “snatched up her books and stomped out”.  She then further _____ that

she must obtain release/refusal slips from students before she can teach on the subject.  The dramatization continues, “By lunch the new was all over the school.  “Good Luck,” Greg Jefferson, the biology teacher, said in the teachers’ lounge.  “I just got done doing evolution.””

The danger that this vocal minority poses to freedom of speech is so great that in “Ado” Willis has created a “president’s task force on lack of familiarity with the classics.  

The story gets hilarious when the teacher and a colleague, Ms. Harrow, select which piece will be acceptable to teach.  “There have been a lot of suits (lawsuits) since last year, which takes car of Macbeth, The Tempest, Midsummer Night Dream, The Winter’s Tale, and Richard III.”

During the discussion of why Richard III was not acceptable Ms. Harrow said, “The Royal Society for the Restoration of Divine Right of Kings has an injunction against all the history plays.”

When the selection was dwindled do to just two plays “As You Like It and Hamlet” Ms. Harrow stated, “Are you sure about As You Like It?  I thought somebody’d filed a restraining order against it.”  Then the teacher remarks, “Probably the Mothers Against Transvestites, Rosalind dresses up like a man in Act II.”

Once Hamlet was selected then it was purged of any offensive lines. Ado presents multiple fictitious scenarios where special interest groups have leveled their power to edit Hamlet of politically incorrect lines like, “ The Society for the Advancement of Philosophy consider the line “ there are more things in heaven and earth, Horation, than are dreamt of in your philosophy” a slur on their profession.  The Actors’ Guild challenged Hamlet’s hiring of nonunion employees, and the Drapery Defense League objected to Polonius being stabbed while hiding behind a curtain… Draperies don’t kill people.  People kill people. “

Finally in class with the politically correct version only the teacher assigns two students to read the play.  The entire play was reduced to just 4 lines.  

USE THIS FOR an ending.

“Censorship reflects a society’s lack of confidence in itself. It is a hallmark of an authoritarian regime . . . .” — Supreme Court Justice Potter Stewart, dissenting Ginzberg v. United States, 383 U.S. 463 (1966)
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