Why are many students doing so poorly in colleges today may be explained by the fact that many of them do not have a clue to what they want to be when they grow-up.  A good many of them start school and figure out what they want to be after they have already spent two to three years in college.

The first issue is that some if not all parents are trying to be a friend of their child instead of being a parent, raising their child to be a productive member of society; I believe that was the main goal of parenting back when the United States was trying to become a superpower.  Parents need to instill a sense of accomplishment while promoting self worth in children instead of producing a weight on society that continues to build with each passing generation.  In “The Case Against Chores”, Smiley contends, “… my daughters have led a life of almost tropical idleness …” 

The second issue is that most students do not enter college with a good work ethic; they have been getting by with substandard work. In “Making the Grade”, Wiesenfeld states that students, “Have been raised on gold stars for effort and smiley faces for self esteem . . .”  

Once the student graduates with a bachelor’s degree the student expects to make the same salary many Americans have worked years to obtain.  The one thing universities need to explain to students is the fact that they have been given an education without being taught how to actually perform any specific job.  Universities are currently promoting that by attending their school you will be in a better position to land that great job having taken the schools education.

I propose a possible solution to the issue .  All, not some or most but all, high school graduating students must work within society and obtain a certain skill prior to attending any higher education.  This work must be performed for at least 3 years and the student must obtain a recommendation from their employer prior to attending higher education.  The types of locations that high school graduates might attend is civil service, work for the same school system that they just received an education from or work for the city or municipality that they grew up in.  Another possible location would be the military, this organization could implement a non-combatant role for the under-achievers that teaches them the basics of work; I know this particular suggestion holds a bad taste in the mouth of ultra liberals, the university system, but it is the one organization that could implement a massive program to support the number of students needing indoctrination.  As a third possible location, mainly for those highly esteemed over-paid politically challenged _______, Capitol hill could setup a program within the congress, senate and presidential houses; I also realize that this would be like feeding candy to the pedophiles and _______.

I know that this possible scenario would be cutting into the university’s profit margin, but universities have not been able to make a working solution.

