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As children we are taught to perform chores not really understanding why they are important but necessary, at least from our parents view, still the same.  These chores teach children the importance of labor and the satisfactory of completing a task.  Upon reaching a certain age these children are whisked away to school to be taught more tools that will make them productive members of society.  Somewhere along the way, school aged children, then later as college students, have rationalized that schoolwork is like a chore and therefore work instead of enjoyment.

Why has the system gone awry from the days when it was a privilege to go to school, learn new things and enjoy the ability to become more than just being able to get by.  The answer is within society, where statistics are more important than actual learning.  

Children are either taught to appreciate the spoils of labor or not, liking it is not required.  Chores are some of the building blocks used in a child’s development that teaches them to respect good work ethics.  Most of the time chores are not even given to a child until they have started school and some of them are never given chores.  In “The Case Against Chores” Smiley portrays children performing chores from a negative viewpoint; in fact she believes that children should not be asked to do any chores, she states, “… my daughters have led a life of almost tropical idleness, much to their benefit. (1)”   I believe that since chores are given to children later in life, during the secondary school years, they associate chores with schoolwork.  In today’s society children are being marketed for toys by major advertising agencies, and parents are buying anything and everything to keep the children from spoiling their productive hours of the day.  These same parents then do not understand why their child will not do as they are asked.

The trend is that as one generation learns to dislike good chore habits, then they grow up disliking any type of chore (although psychoanalysis have been telling parents, for many years now, how to create a safe and comfortable environment for their children to learn).  For many students, schoolwork is becoming a chore; in order to deal with this trend teachers have come up with a different type of grading system.  In “Making the Grade”, Wiesenfeld states that students, “Having been raised on gold stars for effort and smiley faces for self esteem, they’ve learned that they can get by without hard work and real talent . . . (1)”  Although many students have not learned how to have good school work habits, the school systems themselves are part of the problem.

Each school system needed a way of measuring each student to ensure that the student is retaining the bare minimum qualifications, so proficiency testing was invoked.  Then the state thought it to be prudent to make sure that all of the school systems within the state were teaching all the students at the same level, and the state minimums.  Of course then the powers that be in Washington, after reviewing the national statistics, declared that some states were more advanced then others and the poorer states needed some guidance on national level minimum standards, so they enacted the “No Child Left Behind” Public Law 107-110 where section 101 of the law reports to be “Improving the academic achievement of the disadvantaged“ (1).   Many teachers and professors believe that the use of statistics has been improperly applied; Noel Hammatt a professor at LSU, a statistician and educational theory instructor disputes the results, “… Louisiana’s students are academically inferior to the rest of the country, calling all state-by-state educational comparisons flawed” (1).

After all of the wrangling, the underpaid teachers within the schools system are required to ensure that they are meeting the local school district requirements, the state requirements and now the federal requirements.  In all of the hoopla the students were left with some requirements that every politician thought necessary for them to learn.  In many cases the teachaers within the schools were so flabbergasted and their attitude rubbed off on the impressionable minds of the students.  I do believe that some minimum standards are needed within the schools, after all these students are the same ones that will take care of us once we are able to retire.  

The monstrosity of rules and regulations that each teacher must 
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