To: Dr. Butcher

October 31, 2010

Slate Group

The following collaboration is the analysis of Exercise 2. (page 171-172). The organizational patterns used to best reflect the Slate Group opinions.
A. How to register for courses at your college – Naturally registering for college is a step by step task. So, organizing it Chronologically would yield the best results.

B. How you would propose reducing the time required to register for classes or to change your schedule— Problem-Method-Solution addresses this task best. The problem: reducing the time for classes. The method: finding redundancies in the scheduling system. The solution: eliminating the redundancies and making the process more user friendly. 

C. The current price of gasoline—Cause and Effect best explains the rising and falling of gas prices. The best feature of this organizational method is graphics such as time vs. price charts. Other information like world crisis and fuel consumption can also be used as variables.

D. Advances in manufacturing technology—Advances in manufacturing technology can best be organized using the More important to less important guidelines. The most important manufacturing breakthroughs can be listed under the more important breakthroughs, while less significant breakthroughs can be listed under less important. The reader can gauge a breakthrough base on it categorization. 
E. A student organization on your campus—The process which best suites this task is Classification and partition. This organizational process allows students to be classified by sex, age, major, and other characteristics. Creating a computer program that processes this data allows you to obtain a quick snapshot of the student body. 
F. The tutorials that come with two different software programs—Comparison and Contrast provides a pattern to describe and evaluate the two programs. Using this organizational method, we can compare the strengths and the weaknesses of the two programs. This allows the readers to make informed decisions about the programs. 

G. MP3 Players—Again Comparison and Contrast would help a reader make an informed decision about the MP3 players. Comparing and contrasting attributes like battery life, storage, and bit rates helps the reader decides which MP3 players works best.
H. Increased security in airports—General to Specific provides security workers an understanding of security in mass public transportation. Security workers would understand general everyday security procedures alongside the more important specific security procedures. Strong emphasis can be delegated to the more important jobs.
I. The room in which you are sitting—Spatial best describes the room that you are in. The book states that spatial organization is commonly used to describe objects and physical sites.
J. A guitar—Classification and Partition can be used to organize information about a guitar. The type, brand and styles can all be used to categorize different guitars.

K. Cooperative education and internships for college students—Comparison and Contrast would allow college students to weigh the many options that is offered by co-ops and internships. Detailing the options side by side allows students to make informed decisions.
L. Digital and film photography—Spatial can be used to describe photography. Spatial best describes physical sites and objects; therefore we can use this organizational method to describe photography.
M. How to prepare for a job interview—The organizational method best used for preparing for a job interview is General to Specific. The person being interviewed can organize his skill set into general and specific categories. For example: Typing can be a general skill, while knowledge of the inner workings of  a half-wave rectifier can be considered specific. 
