Synopsis Two Faces of “Holy War”

The chapter draws similarities between Christians and Muslims in the fact that they both are commanded to spread the word of God.  “At the beginnings, neither Christianity nor Islam preached the expansion of the faiths by use of the sword” (184).   As Christian ranks grew, more and more followers embraced violence by means to convert non-believers.

The Arab world was ever increasing their trade with other cultures.  Instead of respecting the old values of the tribe more and more Arabs were taking the profits and withholding them from other tribal members.  Their trading partners boasted how superior their faith was to other religions because their religion was based on divine revelations.  This was something the Arab’s religion had not received until Muhammad ibn Abdullah reunited Islam, a simple man that claimed to have received divine revelations from God.  “There was but one God (Allah), the same God, he said, who was worshiped by Jews and Chrisitans” (187).  Muhammad’s writings were eventually published as a divine publication for the Muslim religion.  

Muhammad’s successors were more aggressive and launched a series of wars against North Africa, the Middle East, India, China and Europe.  Most of these wars were not simply for expanding their religion base but also because of economic reasons.  Once the Arabs took control of an area, the Christians and/or Jews would pay taxes to the new ruling authority.  Christians did not like Muslims taking their property and so began the Christian Crusades to take back what the Muslims had conquered.  There are 5 pieces of evidence provided in the chapter to display the level of distaste Muslims had of Christians and Christians had of Muslims. 

Writers from both sides of the war took literary license to show how the people on the other side were dishonest, incompetent, imbeciles and immoral from each others point of view.     Many of the writers appeared to know the enemy quite well; they probably had lived or visited in the region before the wars.  The Muslims letters were talking about the Franks but really they were intended to mean Europeans.  The object of their writings was to inform their people of why they really needed to fight these wars.  In this manner they were supporting the people who wanted to fight.

Although this chapter tries to compare Christianity to Muslims it really is comparing the early Roman Catholic Church to Muslims.  The Roman Catholic Church is not the best image of Christianity.  Kings appointed Bishops to serve in their courts because they were educated not because they were honest or true believers.  The pope, in the new Vatican, was being attacked from warring factions and needed the aid from a King to provide his armies to protect the Vatican’s properties therefore he declared Pippin as the rightful King.   After the fighting ceased in Italy this agreement allowed the pope to instigate holy wars in support of the Vatican’s viewpoint.  These holy wars were started by Islam and the Roman Catholic Church not Christians persay.
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