Unity and Variety 1
The Concepts of Unity and Variety
Let's begin by listening to two fundamental concepts that make a piece of music "work"—the concepts of unity and variety. Most people like hearing sounds that they find pleasing, memorable, and familiar. Within a given composition, the feeling of familiarity—fostered by, among other things, reiterations of a music idea—lends a sense of unity to the music. Whereas unity satisfies the human need for sameness and familiarity, variety sustains our interest and appeals to our need for, and enjoyment of, the new, different, and unexpected.
To illustrate the relevance of these concepts, listen to how they are used in a piece of music by George Frideric Handel, a very famous musician who lived between the 17th and 18th centuries and whose music remains popular to this day.
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George Frideric Handel
[image: Click to Listen]See Here the Conqu'ring Hero Comes

George Frideric Handel
Born: 1685
Died: 1759
Period: Baroque (1600-1750)
Country: Germany/England

See Here the Conqu'ring Hero Comes is one of Handel's most popular pieces. Three minutes and three seconds (3:03) long, it is a movement within a longer composition entitled Judas Maccabaeus written for an ensemble (group) of musicians. If you think of Judas Maccabaeus as a book, then See Here the Conq'ring Hero Comes acts as a chapter in that book.
A movement may be enjoyed by itself; however, like a chapter in a book, it also fits into the structure of a larger composition.
While you listen to this piece, ask yourself questions such as: what do you hear in this selection? In what way does this piece demonstrate unity and variety? Does listening to this music have any emotional or physical effect on you?
[image: Top of Page]
Musical Ideas
Now that you have listened to the entire piece, let's look at the structure of the work broken down into smaller sections. In this movement, there are two main musical ideas. Similar to an idea expressed through written or spoken language, a musical idea is a phrase (or segment thereof) that obtains complete meaning by coming to a natural resting point. In music, this resting point is called a cadential point, or cadence. In Handel's piece, we may label these two melodies or tunes as Idea A and Idea B.
Handel was a great composer, so he knew that these two melodies by themselves wouldn't make for a very appealing piece of music. He had to introduce variety. That is, he had to manipulate these basic ideas by presenting them in different and interesting ways. Handel accomplished this by presenting the two ideas at varying levels of volume and assigning them to different instruments. By combining them in creative and skillful ways, the composer created a wonderful example of unity and variety in music. 
In technical terms, Handel used dynamics (different levels of volume) and timbre (different sound sources) to achieve variety. In the following examples, please listen carefully for:
1. Two main ideas, A and B
2. Two levels of volume (soft and loud)
3. Different instruments (timbre)


Start		Stop		Idea
00:01/03:07	00:14/03:07	A
00:15/03:07	00:29/03:07	A
00:30/03:07	00:44/03:07	B
00:45/03:07	00:59/03:07	A
01:00/03:07	01:14/03:07	A
01:15/03:07	01:29/03:07	A
01:30/03:07	01:44/03:07	B
01:45/03:07	01:59/03:07	A
02:00/03:07	02:14/03:07	A
02:15/03:07	02:29/03:07	A
02:30/03:07	02:44/03:07	B
02:45/03:07	03:00/03:07	A

Looking at the arrangement above it appears that this selection was 
formatted in groups of 3, even the 2nd idea was grouped in three.  
The first and second idea match with the last idea to complete the 
group of 3.   Handel started this piece softly and continually 
introduced new instruments as well as volume as the piece 
progressed.  It was easier to identify the transition from idea A to 
idea B than the other way around.


Top of Form
Section 1, Question 1
		[bookmark: 1675787]Listen carefully to the following example:

The instrument you just heard is called:

Ensemble 

Solo 

Horn 

Cello 
	Answer 






	Answer
	Choice number 3: Horn

	Feedback
	Correct! That instrument was a horn.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 2
		[bookmark: 1675783]Which of the following excerpts from See Here the Conqu'ring Hero Comes uses loud dynamics?
A. 
B. 

Example A 

Example B 

Both A and B 

Neither A or B 
	Answer 






	Answer
	Choice number 1: Example A

	Feedback
	Correct! Example A features loud dynamics.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 3
		[bookmark: 1675785]Handel uses different combinations of dynamics and timbre to achieve unity and variety in See Here the Conqu'ring Hero Comes.
Which of the following excerpts combines ensemble playing and soft dynamics?
A. 
B. 
C. 

Example A 

Example B 

Example C 

None of the above 
	Answer 






	Answer
	Choice number 1: Example A

	Feedback
	Correct! Example A combines ensemble playing and soft dynamics.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 4
		[bookmark: 1675782]A cadential point brings the musical phrase to a resting point or pause.
Which of the following is an example of a cadential point?
A. 
B. 
C. 

Example A 

Example B 

Example C 

None of the above 
	Answer 






	Answer
	Choice number 3: Example C

	Feedback
	Correct! Example C is a good example of a cadential point.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 5
		[bookmark: 1675784]Handel uses different combinations of dynamics and timbre to achieve unity and variety in See Here the Conqu'ring Hero Comes.
Which of the following two excerpts combines more instruments and louder dynamics?
A. 
B. 

Example A 

Example B 

Both examples combine more instruments and louder dynamics 

Neither example combines more instruments and louder dynamics 
	Answer 






	Answer
	Choice number 1: Example A

	Feedback
	Correct! Example A combines more instruments and louder dynamics.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 6
		[bookmark: 1675779]Two of the most obvious musical elements that composers use to achieve variety are dynamics and timbre. 
True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	True

	Feedback
	Correct. Two of the most obvious musical elements that composers use to achieve variety are dynamics and timbre.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 7
		[bookmark: 1675786]Listen to the following excerpts of Idea A from G. F. Handel's See Here the Conqu'ring Hero Comes.
Which one is played by a solo instrument?
A. 
B. 

Example A 

Example B 

Both examples were played by a solo instrument 

Neither example was played by a solo instrument 
	Answer 






	Answer
	Choice number 2: Example B

	Feedback
	Correct! Example B was played by a solo instrument.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 8
		[bookmark: 1675778]Unity alone sustains interest and appeals to our need and enjoyment of the new, different, and unexpected. 
True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	False

	Feedback
	Correct. Whereas unity satisfies the human need for sameness and familiarity, variety sustains our interest, and appeals to our need for and enjoyment of the new, different, and unexpected.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 9
		[bookmark: 1675780]Dynamic variety refers to the use of different sound sources. 
True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	False

	Feedback
	Correct! Dynamic variety refers to the use of different levels of volume.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:

Click the Comment button to record this comment.




Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Section 1, Question 10
		[bookmark: 1675781]The term timbre refers to the different sound sources used in a composition. 
True 
False 
	Answer 






	Answer
	True

	Feedback
	Correct. The term timbre refers to the different sound sources used in a composition.




	If you would like to make a comment regarding this item,
type your comment into this box:


Bottom of Form
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