Classical Period (1750-1825)
The Classical Sonata-Allegro Form
From the Classical period and onwards, sonata-allegro form served as the basis for most instrumental music. Also known simply as sonata form, it consists of three sections: exposition, development, and recapitulation. If you have studied anything about story form, you already know a lot about sonata-allegro form since the forms parallel one another in make-up and purpose. The exposition section (same word is used in both forms) sets the scene. This section is where the musical themes are introduced, the mood is set, and the key, main rhythmic patterns, and harmonies are stated. The second section, the development, is like the “heart” of the story. Here is where the music explores the themes, keys, rhythms, and harmonies, weaving the musical material into something new and interesting. The development section should sustain your interest and make you wonder what is going to happen next, as in a well-told story. In the final section, recapitulation, the opening material returns, but everything is resolved and finalized—similar to wrapping up the loose ends in the story. 
The following examples come from Mozart's Symphony No. 25 in G minor, which you may know as the music in the opening scene of movie Amadeus.
Exposition: Main theme is presented in the tonic key. Through a bridge passage, a second theme is introduced in a new key.
[image: play]Exposition
Development: There is no set pattern in this section. The themes are treated through various keys and combinations.
[image: play]Development
Recapitulation: The exposition is restated entirely in the tonic key.
[image: play]Recapitulation
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Sonata-Allegro Form Example: Symphony No. 40 in G minor 
The first movement of a large classical work is usually built in sonata-allegro form. As an illustration, listen to the first movement of Mozart's famous Symphony No. 40 in G minor.
	[image: play]Symphony No. 40 in G minor: First Movement
W. A. Mozart (1756-1791)
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In the exposition, the composer states two contrasting themes in separate keys and at least two secondary themes. Often, the exposition is repeated once before moving on. Mozart's G minor Symphony opens with an intensely dramatic theme presented by the strings, leading to a gentler secondary theme shared with the woodwind. The development traces the opening figure through various keys and introduces a strong contrapuntal element. Reached through a descending woodwind sequence, the recapitulation completes the movement, with the second theme now assuming particular poignancy in the minor key.
	Symphony No. 40 in G minor: First Movement

	Symphony opens with an intensely dramatic theme
	

	Gentler secondary theme shared with the woodwind
	

	The development traces the opening figure
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You can see and hear that the concepts of departure and return are very important in sonata-allegro form. We leave the tonic, move through a dramatic development section, and return to the original theme and key. As we move through the piece, the conflict between the two themes of the sonata-allegro form and the sense of departure/return become tools the composer uses to infuse the music with emotional vitality.
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