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Fig. 1.5 Percentage of groundwater use to total water use for varic?:s
types of use in the United States, 1975 (after Murray and Reeves*Y).

- Estimates of water use in the United States as of 1975 were pre-

pared by the U.S. Geological Survey. The largest single demand on
groundwater is irrigation, amounting to 71 percent of all grpund-
water used. More than 90 percent of this water is pumped in the

~ western states, where arid and semiarid conditions have fostered ex-
tensive irrigation development. The relative importance of ground-
water in relation to various types of water use is indicated in Fig. 1.5.
It can be seen that 96 percent of rural homes are supplied by ground-
water. The largest industrial users of groundwater include, in order
of water requirements, oil refineries, paper manufacturers, metal-
working plants, chemical manufacturers, air-conditioning and re-

_frigerating units, and distillerjes.3” R

SRR




“There Ras been a steady increase in the production of groundwater
in recent years, as demonstrated in Fig. 1.6. Furthermore, the pro-
portion of groundwater use to total water use has been rising. This
may be attributed to a reduction in physical and environmental op-
portunities to develop additional fresh surface-water supplies. In
addition, a growing awareness of the ready availability, the low cost,
and the high quality of roundwater is a contributing factor.
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