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1. Discuss the significance of the following passage from Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein in a short but fully developed paragraph. 

My father looked carelessly at the title-page of my book, and said, "Ah! Cornelius Agrippa! My dear Victor, do not waste your time upon this; it is sad trash."

This event set into motion the course of events for the story.  Victor even said that if his father had only taken the time to explain that these ancient experiments had been dispelled by new science, he would have found another book to read.  Victor needed a direction to apply himself and he found it in these ancient philosophies.  Once Victor returned home he went out to get the entire works by this author.  Passages such as this one set the tone of the novel where Victor, like his father, fails to teach his creation.  Victor’s failure in being a teacher to the monster causes Victor exceptional pain through the lost of his entire family.

2. Discuss the importance of this passage from Hemingway’s “Hills Like White Elephants” in a short but developed paragraph. 

The girl stood up and walked to the end of the station. Across, on the other side, were fields of grain and trees along the banks of the Ebro. Far away, beyond the river, were mountains. The shadow of a cloud moved across the field of grain and she saw the river through the trees.

     "And we could have all this," she said. "And we could have everything and every day we make it more impossible."

him     "What did you say?"

her     "I said we could have everything."

him     "We can have everything."

her     "No, we can't."

him     "We can have the whole world."

her     "No, we can't." 

him     "We can go everywhere."

her     "No, we can't. It isn't ours any more."

him     "It's ours."

her     "No, it isn't. And once they take it away, you never get it back."

him     "But they haven't taken it away."

her     "We'll wait and see."

The American is trying to convince Jig to have an abortion.  The “fields of grain and trees” representing fertility and the “cloud that moved across the field of grain” representing the abortion.  He is also trying to convince her that if she has the abortion that things can and will return to normal.  Jig and the man know that having a baby would change everything in their lives and she is trying to tell the man that they no matter whether she has the abortion or not things will never be as they were.  After an abortion takes place many women will always remember the lost child, where the men might easily forget.

3.
What is the importance of the multiple narrators in Frankenstein? Why use shifting viewpoints? What is the effect of sharing these different characters’ views?

Having multiple narrators in this story gives readers a personal insight into that specific character.  Take the monster’s personality, if there were only one narrator Ms. Shelley could not easily get you to feel for both the monster and Victor at the same time.  The monster gives his own account, untainted by an observer.  Ms. Shelly tries to use the readers’ emotions to draw them closer to the monster, feel what the monster is going through.  One of the narrators in this story is Walton.  You find out about his background and the reason for the exploration that he is on and how his story is not unlike Victor’s quest.  Of course without Walton the story would not have been told at all.

4. The literary movement known as Realism aims for the faithful representation of reality as opposed to a romanticized depiction of life and humanity. One of the genres of Realism, known as Naturalism, is based on deterministic philosophy that holds that, rather than acting out of free will, people behave based on causal factors. Choosing either Crane’s “The Blue Hotel,” or Jewett’s “A White Heron,” explore the role of Naturalist philosophy in the depiction of the story’s characters and their actions. Does the Swede act out of causes determined by the setting and situation in which he finds himself? Are the other characters thus in some way responsible for his outcome? What act or acts of free will might have changed the story’s outcome – and is such an act possible, given the circumstances of the story?

It can be said that the events that occurred in the story, “The Blue Hotel,” could have had a different ending based on the casual deterministic philosophy that future events are based on past and present events.  However, the story was told as if all of the characters were on a train ride watching the events as they unfolded before them.  The Swede had obviously read or heard something about the Wild West and how dangerous this environment would be during this adventure.  Many characters in this story could have acted on free will and stepped up to aid the Swede before the clandestine events occurred.

Two characters in particular had substantial influence on the events as they unfolded at the hotel.  What might have happened if Johnnie had not taken offense to the Swede’s statement, “I suppose there had been a good many men killed in this room” (409)?  At this point Johnnie could have, should have, sat the Swede down and explained that this is a civilized part of the country now.  Scully, Johnnie’s father and proprietor of the hotel should have really listened to the Swede when he made the comment, “These men are going to kill me” (410).  Scully should have gotten to the bottom of the comments and made the Swede feel more at ease with his surroundings.  Yet, according to the story Scully followed the Swede upstairs, got him drunk and the rest of the story unfolds.  If either of these two events had seen someone take the initiative to insert their free will overcoming the urge to act within their basic character the Swede may have lived to see another day.

The deterministic point of view calculates that the future has some basis on the past.  Free will could have changed the clandestine events that occurred in the story the “The Blue Hotel”.  All of the main characters had an opportunity to interject their free will into the events that occurred; however they did not.
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