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Victor Frankenstein

The author introduced Victor by way of letters from Captain Robert Walton to his sister where Walton was the narrator then all of a sudden, Victor himself was telling the story.  Frankenstein’s character was well developed where the author told you about events even before he was born continuing through his death.  Victor shared the work of protagonist with the villain, the demon.  Victor could have done many things during his life to stop the demon but failed to do so for selfish reasons.  Victor Frankenstein was an Upper Middle Class, well-educated wuss.  He had all of the advantages of upper middle class and little to no experience in day-to-day life.  He let his emotions guide him when dealing with any situation, to the point of exhaustion.  

Victor lets his emotions overwhelm him at the drop of a hat.  Victor’s character must have had a valid presence in the story because people seem to listen to him when he speaks, like with authority; it must have been his fancy clothing.  The only times that he does not speak with authority is when he has let his emotions overwhelm him into physical exhaustion, where he often speaks of how he himself murdered William, Justine and eventually Henry.  Victor’s character did not respond to the local environment and people as much as the demon.  Even the demon talked about relationships of people he didn’t even know but Victor only talked about people he knew.  Only towards the end did Victor think about other people on the earth and how he brought something into this world that could harm them.

Robert Walton

Supporting character Robert Walton opened and closed the story through letters to his sister.  The character, Robert Walton, was also well developed.  The story tells you about the who, what, when, where and why he was undertaking the exploration.  Walton although a minor character was the mold that held the story together; without Walton, there would be no letters and the story would have to take a different starting point.  After all, Walton was relaying the story to his sister.

He was self-educated growing up not knowing the type of people Victor knew, except for an Uncle that had a library full of sea faring books.  His character came into money by the death of a cousin.  After obtaining wealth he was still a hard worker on whaling ships.  He longed for a special male relationship, still not certain if he was a homosexual or not.  Finding a male relationship in a dying man, that they rescued, only to find himself betraying the dying friends dying wishes.  Walton although the captain of the ship does not have a presence that Victor does, he himself is unable to persuade his fellow shipmates to complete the journey they set out to accomplish, and at Victor’s death he gives in to the fears of the shipmates.  Walton’s aspiration of discovery was more honorable than Victor’s.  He knew that no other man had crossed the North Pole to America and understood that the compass was always pointing toward the North Pole. 

