· Vladek is an interesting and complicated person. In some scenes, he's loving, gentle, and intelligent. In others, he's neurotic, obsessive, racist and rude. Why?  What else do you observe about him? 

Valdek being the main story teller may exaggerate about his accomplishments however, he did seem to catch many breaks where others around him seem to loose their life.  Vladek as the man of the family needed to provide food parcels for his wife even while he himself was starving.  Like many Americans that lived through our Great Depression Valdek could not see wasting any food even it has already been opened.(pgs 89-90)  He returned opened food to the store in exchange for foods he liked.

We see that Valdek can do about any kind of physical labor.  I believe that this is also typical of the Americans that lived through the Great Depression however, Valdek needed to be able to show he was worth something to the Nazis just to stay alive.  Many of the stories depict Valdik overcoming great odds by using a little knowledge and craftiness to become the best at what ever task is needed at the time.  Take for example how Valdek was a metal man then all of a sudden he was a shoe repair.  His ability to overcome was shown when he needed to have a Nazis boot repaired to like new condition.  He knew his ability then went to a real shoe repairman and learned more. (pgs 60 – 61)  He was rewarded very nicely for his ingenuity.  

We Americans can see the Jew in Valdek when he talks about how Mala is a gold digger only interested in his money.  You will find that most elderly need to hold on to their money and for good reason; there are many people out their looking to relieve them of it.  However, Valdek appears to have an arrangement with Mala and he should be willing to put her in his will.

