What is a literary analysis? 

In a literary analysis, you write a formal paper in which you make an argument and support your argument with examples from the texts, and with analysis of the literary texts. 

What is the point? 

You should be developing your abilities to read a text, make an argument, logically support that argument with evidence from the text, write in an organized manner to convey your points to the reader, and communicate via the written page. 

What is NOT a literary analysis? 

· A paper exploring the relevance of the story to your own life. While your own experience will of course shape your writing style as well as the topic you pick, you should not focus on personal life experiences or use them as arguments for your topic. 

· A summary of the story. 

· A summary of the class notes 

Minimum Requirements

In order to receive at least a C, you must: 

· Provide a clear thesis 

· Write in an organized manner 

· Write the minimum number required amount.  More is better.

· Support your arguments with examples from the stories 

· Use a tone and language appropriate to a formal, academic paper. 

· Demonstrate your ability to clearly communicate in English 

What is a thesis? 

A thesis is NOT a topic. A thesis is a statement of the point/argument of your paper. Since your papers are so short, you should be able to formulate your thesis in one, or at the most two, sentences. An example of a topic would be: the grotesque in Kafka’s "A Hunger Artist." An example of a thesis might be: "The grotesque, disappearing body present in Kafka’s story ‘The Hunger Artist’ reflects the main character’s struggle with his existence as an artist." 

Steps you should take: 

1. Decide on a topic that interests you and clear it with me.

2. Formulate a clear thesis. (Of course you can vary it slightly as necessary). 

3. Formulate a few questions relevant to your thesis which will help you when you reread the stories.  

4. Reread the story or stories you want to address carefully. Underline passages that are relevant or copy them into your notes. Try to answer the questions you’ve formulated. 
5. Brainstorm ideas: what arguments can you make? What connections come to mind? 

6. Re-examine your thesis. Is it supportable? Is it complex enough? Is it interesting? 

7. Organize your examples and your ideas. Make a rough outline, including examples and page numbers. 

8. Write! 
9. Ask yourself: Do my sentences connect? Do my paragraphs connect? (In other words, does this make any sense at all?) 

10. Rewrite. Hint: check your last paragraph and see how well it sums up and restates your main idea. Then check your introduction and your draft. Does it live up to the conclusion? Perhaps you’ve stated your main idea best in the conclusion. If so, steal it as a new introduction and:

11. Rewrite again. 

12. Make a "Works Cited" following the format of the bibliographic information in your reader (MLA format). There’s a handout describing this in the Assignments section of Blackboard, but we’ll also discuss it in class. It’s also covered in the handbook you used in English 1157/58.

Citing your sources: 

When citing examples from your stories, follow the Modern Language Association (MLA) format. This means that you only include the information which is not clear from the context, generally only the page number or the author and the page number. If you quote directly from the text, (keep this to a minimum) don’t forget to use quotation marks. A page number is always included, and other information, if necessary, is included in the following order: 

· (page #) 

· (Author page #) NO COMMA 

· (Author work page #) 

Here's an example:  In Kafka's "Ein Hungerkünstler," the main character's body is so disgusting that the women helping him from the cage stretch their necks away from him (34). 

The "I" question… 

Contrary to what you may have been told, you can use "I," even in a formal paper. For example, you might want to say "I argue," "I would suggest," or "My paper examines…" However, you should not be describing personal experiences unless they are extremely relevant to your paper. So, for example, you probably don’t want to say "when I read the story, I hated it" or "when I was walking down the street the other day, I saw this guy that looked just like the Hunger Artist." If you want to refer to the experience of reading a paper, and wish to suggest that many people who read the paper probably react in the same way, refer to "the reader" or "the readers." For example, "The reader is likely disturbed by the grotesque way in which the horrific and the everyday are mixed with humor in many of O’Connor’s stories." 

Don’t Panic. Ask for help.
· You may make an appointment or see me during my office hours at ANY stage, whether it be to help formulate a thesis, go over your rough outline, or read a draft. 

· UNO Writing Lab (LA 334). Generally speaking, you should have an outline, or, better yet, a draft finished before going to the Writing Lab for help. Make sure you ask for help not only with grammar and spelling mistakes, but content and organizational problems as well. 

· Your peers. Your peers are a great source, since they have (hopefully!) read the stories and are going through the process of writing a paper themselves. 

Plagiarism : Plagiarism is a serious offense and could lead to expulsion from the university. At the very least, it will lead you to an F for this course. 

Adapted from http://www-unix.oit.umass.edu/~bweber
