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Standard Practice for
Calculation and Adjustment of the Langelier Saturation
Index for Reverse Osmosis 1

This standard is issued under the fixed designation D 3739; the number immediately following the designation indicates the year of
original adoption or, in the case of revision, the year of last revision. A number in parentheses indicates the year of last reapproval. A
superscript epsilon (e) indicates an editorial change since the last revision or reapproval.

1. Scope

1.1 This practice covers the calculation and adjustment of
the Langelier saturation index for the concentrate stream of a
reverse osmosis device. This index is used to determine the
need for calcium carbonate scale control in the operation and
design of reverse osmosis installations. This practice is appli-
cable for concentrate streams containing up to 10 000 mg/L of
total dissolved solids.

1.2 This standard does not purport to address all of the
safety concerns, if any, associated with its use. It is the
responsibility of the user of this standard to establish appro-
priate safety and health practices and determine the applica-
bility of regulatory limitations prior to use.

2. Referenced Documents

2.1 ASTM Standards:
D 511 Test Methods for Calcium and Magnesium in Water2

D 1067 Test Methods for Acidity or Alkalinity of Water2

D 1129 Terminology Relating to Water2

D 1293 Test Method for pH of Water2

D 1888 Test Methods for Particulate and Dissolved Matter
in Water3

D 4194 Test Methods for Operating Characteristics of
Reverse Osmosis Devices4

3. Terminology

3.1 For definitions of terms used in this practice, refer to
Terminology D 1129.

3.2 Definitions of Terms Specific to This Standard:
3.2.1 For descriptions of terms relating to reverse osmosis,

refer to Test Methods D 4194.
3.2.2 Langelier saturation index—an index calculated from

total dissolved solids, calcium concentration, total alkalinity,
pH, and solution temperature that shows the tendency of a
water solution to precipitate or dissolve calcium carbonate.

4. Summary of Practice

4.1 This practice consists of calculating the Langelier satu-
ration index for a reverse osmosis concentrate stream from the
total dissolved solids, calcium ion content, total alkalinity, pH,
and temperature of the feed solution, and the recovery of the
reverse osmosis system.

4.2 This practice also presents techniques to lower the
Langelier saturation index by decreasing the recovery, by
decreasing the calcium content of the feedwater, or by chang-
ing the ratio of total alkalinity to free carbon dioxide in the
feedwater.

5. Significance and Use

5.1 In the design and operation of reverse osmosis installa-
tions, it is important to predict the calcium carbonate scaling
properties of the concentrate stream. Because of the increase in
total dissolved solids in the concentrate stream and the differ-
ence in passages for calcium ion, bicarbonate ion, and free
CO2, the calcium carbonate scaling properties of the concen-
trate stream will generally be quite different from those of the
feed solution. This practice permits the calculation of the
Langelier saturation index for the concentrate stream from the
feed water analyses and the reverse osmosis operating param-
eters.

5.2 A positive Langelier saturation index indicates the
tendency to form a calcium carbonate scale, which can be
damaging to reverse osmosis performance. This practice gives
various procedures for the adjustment of the Langelier satura-
tion index.

5.3 The tendency to form CaCo3 scale can be suppressed by
the addition of antisealents or crystal modifiers. Suppliers of
antisealents and crystal modifiers can provide information on
the scale inhibition peformance of these types of chemical.
Their use may be appropriate for reducing scale formation in
RO systems. The RO system supplier should be consulted prior
to the use of antisealents and crystal modifiers to ensure they
will not have a negative impact on the RO system.

6. Procedure

6.1 Determine the calcium concentration in the feed solu-
tion in accordance with Test Methods D 511 and express as
CaCO3.

6.2 Determine the total dissolved solids of the feed solution
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using Test Methods D 1888.
6.3 Determine the total alkalinity of the feed solution using

Test Methods D 1067, and express as CaCO3.
6.4 Measure the pH of the feed solution using Test Method

D 1293.
6.5 Measure the temperature of the feed solution.

7. Calculation

7.1 Calculate the calcium concentration in the concentrate
stream from the calcium concentration in the feed solution, the
recovery of the reverse osmosis system, and the calcium ion
passage as follows:

Cac 5 Caf 3
1 2 Y~SPCa!

1 2 Y (1)

where:
Cac 5 calcium concentration in concentrate, as CaCO3,

mg/L,
Caf 5 calcium concentration in feed, as CaCO3, mg/L,
Y 5 recovery of the reverse osmosis system, ex-

pressed as a decimal, and
SPCa 5 calcium ion passage, expressed as a decimal.

NOTE 1—SPca can be obtained from the supplier of the specific reverse
osmosis system. For most reverse osmosis devices SPcacan be considered
to be zero, in which case the equation simplifies to:

Cac 5 Caf 3 ~1/12 Y! (2)
This assumption will introduce only a small error.

7.2 Calculate the total dissolved solids (TDS) in the con-
centrate stream from the total dissolved solids in the feed
solution, the recovery of the reverse osmosis system, and the
passage of total dissolved solids as follows:

TDSc 5 TDSf 3
1 2 Y~SPTDS!

1 2 Y (3)

where:
TDS c 5 concentration of total dissolved solids in con-

centrate, mg/L,
TDSf 5 concentration of total dissolved solids in the

feed, mg/L,
Y 5 recovery of the reverse osmosis system, ex-

pressed as a decimal, and
SPTDS 5 passage of total dissolved solids, expressed as a

decimal.

NOTE 2—SPTDS can be obtained from the supplier of the specific
reverse osmosis system. For most reverse osmosis devices SPTDS can be
assumed to be zero, in which case the equation simplifies to:

TDSc 5 TDSf 3 ~1/12 Y! (4)
The error introduced will usually be negligible.

7.3 Calculate the alkalinity in the concentrate stream from
the alkalinity in the feed solution, the recovery of the reverse

osmosis system, and the passage of alkalinity, by:

Alkc 5 Alk f 3
1 2 Y~SPalk!

1 2 Y (5)

where:
Alk c 5 alkalinity in concentrate, as CaCO3, mg/L,
Alk f 5 alkalinity in feed, as CaCO3, mg/L,
Y 5 recovery of the reverse osmosis system, expressed

as a decimal, and
SPalk 5 alkalinity passage, expressed as a decimal.

NOTE 3—SPalk is dependent on the pH of the feed solution and its value
should be obtained from the supplier of the specific reverse osmosis
system.

7.4 Calculate the free carbon dioxide content (C) in the
concentrate stream by assuming that the CO2 concentration in
the concentrate is equal to the CO2 concentration in the feed:
Cc 5 Cf. The concentration of free carbon dioxide in the feed
solution is obtained from Fig. 1 as a function of the alkalinity
and the pH of the feed solution.

7.5 Calculate the pH of the concentrate stream (pHc) using
the ratio of alkalinity (from 7.3) to free CO2 in the concentrate
(from 7.4), Fig. 1.

7.6 From Fig. 2 obtain:pCa as a function of Cac, pAlk as a
function of Alkc, “C” as a function of TDSc and temperature.

NOTE 4—Temperature of concentrate is assumed equal to temperature
of feed solution.

7.7 Calculate pH at which concentrate stream is saturated
with CaCO3 (pHs) as follows:

pHs 5 pCa1 pAlk 1 “C” (6)

7.8 Calculate the Langelier saturation index of the concen-
trate (LSIc) as follows:

LSIc 5 pHc 2 pHs (7)

8. Adjustments of LSIc
8.1 If the LSIc is unacceptable based on the supplier’s

recommendation, adjustments can be made by one of the
following means. A new LSIc can then be calculated.

8.1.1 The recovery (Y) can be lowered and the LSIc can be
calculated as above by substituting a new value for the
recovery.

8.1.2 Decreasing the calcium concentration in the feed
solution by means of sodium cycle ion exchange (softening)
will increase thepCa and will therefore decrease the LSIc.
Softening will not change the alkalinity or pH of the feed
solution and the slight change in TDSf may be considered
negligible. After softening, the LSIc can be calculated as above
using the lower value for calcium concentration.

8.1.3 Adding acid (HCl, CO2, H2SO 4, etc.) to the feed
solution changes the Alkf, Cf, pH, and SPalk. The slight change

FIG. 1 pH Versus Methyl Orange Alkalinity/Free CO 2
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in TDSf can usually be neglected. Acid addition will decrease
the LSIc; however, since many variables change with acidifi-
cation, trial and error computations are required to determine
the amount of acid needed to obtain the desired LSIc. The
number of trial and error computations required to determine
the amount of acid needed can be reduced greatly by using the
pHs calculated in 7.7. Since pHc will usually be 0.5 units higher
than the pHf, the first computation can be made with an
acidified feed solution which is 0.5 unit lower than the pHs

calculated in 7.7.
8.1.3.1 For an assumed pH (pHacid), obtained from addition

of acid to the feed solution, obtain the ratio of Alkacid/Cacid

from Fig. 1. From this ratio, Alkf, and Cf calculate the
milligrams per litre of acid used (x). For example, for H2SO4

addition (100 %):

Alkacid

Cacid
5

Alk f 2 1.02x
Cf 1 0.90x (8)

8.1.3.2 Calculate the total alkalinity of the acidified feed-
water (Alkacid) and the CO2 content in the acidified feedwater
(Cacid) as follows:

Alkacid 5 Alk f 2 1.02x (9)

Cacid 5 Cf 1 0.90x (10)

8.1.3.3 Using Alkacid, Cacid, and the supplier’s value for
SPalk for the new pH, calculate the LSIc in accordance with
Section 7.

8.1.3.4 If HCl (100 %) is used for acidification, the Eq 8 is:

Alkacid

Cacid
5

Alk f 2 1.37y
Cf 1 1.21y (11)

where:
y 5 HCI (100%), mg/L.

9. Reverse Osmosis in Operation

9.1 Once a reverse osmosis system is operating, the Lange-
lier saturation index can be directly calculated from the
analysis of Alkc, Cac, TDSc, and pHc of the concentrate stream
and compared with the projected LSIc calculated in Section 7.

10. Use of Computers for the Determination of LSIc
10.1 The calculations given in Sections 7 and 8 are adapt-

able to simple computer analysis.

11. Keywords

11.1 CaCO3 scale; Langelier saturation index; LSI; reverse
osmosis; scaling

FIG. 2 Langelier Saturation Index
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The American Society for Testing and Materials takes no position respecting the validity of any patent rights asserted in connection
with any item mentioned in this standard. Users of this standard are expressly advised that determination of the validity of any such
patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, are entirely their own responsibility.

This standard is subject to revision at any time by the responsible technical committee and must be reviewed every five years and
if not revised, either reapproved or withdrawn. Your comments are invited either for revision of this standard or for additional standards
and should be addressed to ASTM Headquarters. Your comments will receive careful consideration at a meeting of the responsible
technical committee, which you may attend. If you feel that your comments have not received a fair hearing you should make your
views known to the ASTM Committee on Standards, at the address shown below.

This standard is copyrighted by ASTM, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, PO Box C700, West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959, United States.
Individual reprints (single or multiple copies) of this standard may be obtained by contacting ASTM at the above address or at
610-832-9585 (phone), 610-832-9555 (fax), or service@astm.org (e-mail); or through the ASTM website (www.astm.org).
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