Bios 1063 Extra Credit Project 

This extra credit project is worth 10 points that can be added to one of your exam grades at the end of the semester.  

This extra credit project is designed to give you a better understanding of some of the problems the United States, including Louisiana, has to deal with on invasive species.  In Louisisana, we have problems with Nutria, Fire Ants, Kudzu, Chinese Tallow Trees to name a few.  There have been over 50,000 introduced species into the U. S. and we spend billions of dollars dealing with them.

On the internet, double click on the link below and it will take you to the correct site.  

www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov
1. Click on Species Profiles on the right side of the page:

2. Select a species:  Aquatic, Plants, Animals, Microbes

3. This takes you to a list of species for you to select from or if you know of a particular species you want to know more about click on search at the top and type in the name of the species, for example nutria

4. Once you select a species, it will show you a picture and if you scroll down, you can click on any of the several links to find out the information you need.

Pick two invasive species (1 plant and 1 animal) in the United States and write a 1 page double-spaced typed paper on each of these invasive species (1 page for an animal species and 1 page for a plant species) and the problems that each one poses to the United States.  You may have to search on the internet for more information on your invasive species if you cannot find all the answers at this site.  

You must answer the following questions in your paper:

How was the species introduced into the United States?

How far has it spread?

How has it affected the natural diversity in these areas?

How is the U.S. trying to deal with this invasive species and at what cost?

