Dr. Lamanna,

I want to bring to your attention about the objectionable conduct of your guest speaker for the class on Monday 10/25/2010.  The guest speaker introduced himself as a past or present ACI president and currently working at the Louisiana DOTD.  He covered some information about the type of work he and DOTD performs as well as other types of engineering work.  During the course of his presentation the guest speaker made many objectionable comments toward women and bad mouthed most of the Engineering organizations.  

I do not remember the order of the presentation but during the course of his discussion he talked about the concrete canoe competition.  He told the students involved with the concrete canoe competition to let him know when they could attend an ACI seminar.  The team would be able to promote the canoe competition and get companies to donate money for their competition expenses.  These comments were appropriate until he suggested that the team could raise more money if they brought some of the pretty girls in the class.  He was also disappointed that he did not have such pretty girls when he was in school, they were all ugly.

The speaker also regaled his vacation to Thailand, where he claimed that although the hotel cost $30 a night, the girls cost $25, implying prostitutes.  This vacation was obtained by lying to his supervisor that he needed to have surgery.  At this he said “Ethics suck, you can't be successful and have ethics”.

When telling another story about how he and other members of ACI attended some event in Las Vegas.  He sarcastically stated that when one particular friend in his party saw a person holding a sign about religion, this friend said “these were his kind of people” and wouldn't go with our speaker to the strip clubs. This implied that his friend is a Jesus Freak and strip clubs are why conventions are held in Vegas. 

These were the most offensive, but not all of his comments.  Not one individual including myself said anything to encourage or discourage the speaker from making these comments.  I can only guess that other students felt that if they said something there could be retribution.  As upset as I am about the speaker I am just as upset with myself for not stopping the speaker from continuing.  The speaker also had another engineer from DOTD with him.  This second engineer seemed to be embarrassed by these comments and tried to keep the speaker on track with ACI, but failed. 

This speaker was brought in as an authoritative individual for ACI as well as DOTD and has managed to offend most of the male and all of the female population of the class.  This would be handled differently if this had happened at an ACI or other function, but this happened in a UNO classroom.  Every member of this class has Dr. Barbe for one class or another, a conversation could breakout between classmates during one of his classes and this issue would be propelled.  Something has to happen about this incident. Out of respect for you, I wanted you to be informed.  Please contact me regarding this situation.
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