ENGL 2238-481: Paper One

This paper does not require research beyond the reading and discussion we have done in class; however, if you wish to include claims of fact, or use other sources to aid and support your interpretations, you may do so, providing you cite all sources properly. Any outside material incorporated without proper citation is regarded as plagiarism. We will discuss how to properly cite sources using MLA format, and go over some specific examples in class. If you have further questions about how to include outside material, contact me via email and I will help you avoid the dread scourge of plagiarism.

The paper should be about 4-6 double-spaced pages, or about 1000-1500 words. Your paper should begin with an introductory paragraph in which you introduce your topic, give sufficient background to understand your perspective, and include a substantive thesis that states your main idea clearly.  The body of your paper should support your thesis with evidence and reasoning; each body paragraph should address a single main supporting point. Finally, conclude your paper satisfactorily by summarizing your main ideas and establishing that you have proven your argument to be reasonable. Your paper should be in MLA format (see me if you have questions about that – but that includes a title page, with your name, the course, date and my name; your name at the top of subsequent pages; page numbers at top right; everything double-spaced; and a Works Cited page (add a page break before beginning the WC page.)
You will submit your paper on Blackboard, via the SafeAssign method, following the instructions I will post there on the Announcements page. Your final paper is due March 8 (that’s a Sunday) by midnight. Feel free to submit it earlier.

Topics for Paper One

Choose one of the following topics to develop. 

1. One way to describe Romanticism is "truth beyond reason and experience." Select two of the stories we’ve read and critique them using that definition.  Use evidence from the stories themselves, including characters, themes, symbolism and other imagery, and so on, to support your interpretation. You might decide a story represents a conflict between reason and imagination, so be prepared to dig beneath the surface.

2. Consider the narrative devices of the journey taken by the protagonist in “Young Goodman Brown” and the dream that Hawthorne employs.  Take apart the journey, step by step, and explore its levels of symbolism:  how does the journey reflect the uncertainty of Brown’s experience, and how does he live with this uncertainty? You might need a good dictionary of symbolism for this topic, and if you use one, cite it each time you use it to interpret a symbol. There should be one or more in the UNO Library, or online.

3. Construct your own topic by first choosing an element of fiction, such as plot (particularly conflict), or character, or setting, or symbolism, or irony, (etc.) and then explaining how that element plays a particularly important role in shaping one of the stories we’ve read thus far. Don’t just identify and explain symbols in the story, for example; go deeper and argue that the particular use of that element--for example, symbolism, whether universal or personal-- is essential to the meaning and success of the story.

4. The theme of the individual against society is popular among the Romantics and the Transcendentalists as well. Choose two of the stories we’ve read so far, and compare their exploration of the struggle of the individual to define himself or herself against the expectations of society.

5. The Gothic and Romantic hero departs from the earlier, conventional image of the hero as selfless and sacrificing.  The Romantic hero is conflicted, and not always a sympathetic figure.  Given this perspective, who do you believe is the “hero” in Shelley’s novel Frankenstein, Victor or his Creature? Or do both represent different sides of the Romantic/Gothic hero? Ultimately, with whom do your sympathies reside? 

6. Rousseau wrote in his work on education, Emile, that “Everything is good in leaving the hands of the Creator of Things; everything degenerates in the hands of man.”  Argue whether Mary Shelley’s novel Frankenstein serves to advance this idea through its characters and themes, using ample evidence from the novel. Is Shelley taking a typically Romantic position in criticizing the corrupting influence of society and its institutions, or does she take a different perspective?
7. Stephen Crane’s “The Blue Hotel” contemplates the roles of chance and fate in the outcome of the Swede’s encounter with the American West. In the end, the Easterner claims that all involved had a role to play in the Swede’s death. What do you think? Staying close to the text, and using Crane’s own story to support your argument, explore what the roles of individual choice, social interactions, and outside forces in the death of the Swede. Is Crane making an argument for pure determinism here, or does he question it instead?
8. Explain how Hemingway uses setting and symbolism to establish the conflict, steeped in ambiguity and remaining unresolved, in “Hills Like White Elephants.”

9. Explore the role of dualism, or parallel images and choices, in Jewett’s “A White Heron.” Sylvie faces two paths, two choices, in the conflict between her way of existing in the world and the young hunter’s way. Explore this duality, and explain how Sylvie breaks free of the conflict and makes a choice. Is her choice the right one? Use the imagery Jewett has laid out over the course of the story to defend her choice to remain a trustworthy member of her community.

10. Elizabeth Bowen’s short story, “The Demon Lover,” is ambiguous – is it a ghost story? A story of post-traumatic psychological breakdown? A murder mystery whose seemingly supernatural events can be explained as having natural causes? Discuss the three possible interpretations and take a position on which one makes the most sense to you. Consider her oblique reference to the story’s source, the anonymous English ballad of the same name.

11. If you have another topic idea, propose it to me with a clear description of your purpose in an email this week. I’ll either approve it or suggest changes to it.

