The story is about a woman struck with a mental disorder that occurred after childbirth, though childbirth is not mentioned as a possible cause.  She is married to a physician of good standing, John and her brother is also a physician of good standing.  

The story starts as the couple is renting a colonial mansion, supposedly haunted, for a 3-month period of time.  During this time she is to get plenty of sunshine to help her problem.  Both husband and brother feel that she would benefit from this type of treatment, yet neither of them feel she is actually sick.

In the beginning of the story she trusts her husband and believes her situation will get better, although she disagrees with their ideas.

John wants to use the upstairs nursery for their bedroom, which is covered in an old yellow wallpaper.  As time goes on the she starts to imagine that the wallpaper is moving then there is a woman stuck inside.

This story is written about a similar experience that Gilman had and wanted others to not experience the type of treatment from doctors that she did.

The author wrote this story between 1860 and 1935, yet her word selection was not difficult to read; she didn’t ramble well not too much.

