Case 1: Judging Entries in a Technical-Communication Competition 
Sample evaluations:

Student’s Name:
Allison Sullivan

Total (5–25):
17


Judge’s Name:
[your name]


	Criteria


	Score

	Audience

Audience refers to evidence that the author has identified a particular group of readers, listeners, or viewers and tailored the document to their needs.


	
1     2     3     4     5

	Design

Design refers to the specific use of document features such as page size, page orientation, navigation aids, page layout, and typography to meet the needs of an audience.


	
1     2     3     4     5

	Content Development

Content development refers to the selection and logical placement of appropriate examples, details, and accurate facts used to support claims.


	
1     2     3     4     5

	Style

Style refers to the choices made by the author in determining the way he or she will write or say something. Style includes such elements as tone, point of view, level of formality, use of figures of speech, voice, and emphasis.


	
1     2     3     4     5

	Language Conventions

Language conventions refer to grammar, punctuation, style, usage, spelling, and mechanics relevant to a rhetorical situation.


	
1     2     3     4     5


General Descriptions of Scores 1–5

	Score


	Descriptor
	Comments

	5
	Outstanding
	Demonstrates a high degree of competence and sustained control. May have occasional minor flaws.



	4
	Strong
	Demonstrates clear competence. A 4 is not as skillfully controlled as a 5 and may contain minor flaws that can be fixed or overcome without much trouble.



	3
	Adequate
	Demonstrates adequate competence and control, but with occasional lapses in quality.



	2
	Limited
	Demonstrates some competence but is clearly flawed. A 2 indicates more frequent or more apparent lapses than those described for a score of 3. 



	1
	Seriously Flawed
	Demonstrates serious weaknesses. 



	Feature


	Specific Comments

	Audience


	By including blood pressure data for ages 15-17, you effectively relate this health issue to a teen audience.

	Design


	You effectively use four questions that teens are likely to ask about blood pressure to present your information in small chunks.

	Content Development


	You define blood pressure and high blood pressure, as well as discuss the risks. The document could be improved if it included the sources for your facts. I couldn’t tell if all the facts, or just the blood pressure tables, came from the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. The clip art didn’t seem to have a purpose beyond getting readers’ attention. 

	Style


	Your level of formality seemed appropriate for your audience, subject, and purpose. Addressing your audience directly was an effective strategy. Overall, you effectively used elements of style to meet your readers’ needs. 

	Language Conventions


	Lapses in spelling and usage detracted from the overall quality of your document. For example, “your” instead of “you’re” and “1 in 3” at the start of a sentence instead of “One in three.”


General Comments:

Overall, I thought you provided accurate and useful answers to the four questions posed in your document. I believe that, after reading your document, teenagers would have a better understanding of high blood pressure and how to reduce their risk.

Student’s Name:
Alexander Luthor

Total (5–25):
10


Judge’s Name:
[your name]


	Criteria


	Score

	Audience

Audience refers to evidence that the author has identified a particular group of readers, listeners, or viewers and tailored the document to their needs.


	
1     2     3     4     5

	Design

Design refers to the specific use of document features such as page size, page orientation, navigation aids, page layout, and typography to meet the needs of an audience.


	
1     2     3     4     5

	Content Development

Content development refers to the selection and logical placement of appropriate examples, details, and accurate facts used to support claims.


	
1     2     3     4     5

	Style

Style refers to the choices made by the author in determining the way he or she will write or say something. Style includes such elements as tone, point of view, level of formality, use of figures of speech, voice, and emphasis.


	
1     2     3     4     5

	Language Conventions

Language conventions refer to grammar, punctuation, style, usage, spelling, and mechanics relevant to a rhetorical situation.


	
1     2     3     4     5


General Descriptions of Scores 1–5

	Score


	Descriptor
	Comments

	5
	Outstanding
	Demonstrates a high degree of competence and sustained control. May have occasional minor flaws.



	4
	Strong
	Demonstrates clear competence. A 4 is not as skillfully controlled as a 5 and may contain minor flaws that can be fixed or overcome without much trouble.



	3
	Adequate
	Demonstrates adequate competence and control, but with occasional lapses in quality.



	2
	Limited
	Demonstrates some competence but is clearly flawed. A 2 indicates more frequent or more apparent lapses than those described for a score of 3. 



	1
	Seriously Flawed
	Demonstrates serious weaknesses. 
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