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Based on the assignment, zinc group has chosen different organizational patterns that fits the best for each lettered topics and explained them with real-life examples to make the discussion more comprehensible. More than one organizational pattern has been chosen for some of the letter topics to make the discussion more clear. Following are the discussions of various topics:

A. How to register for courses at your college or university: more important to less important 

The ‘more important to less important’ organizational pattern recognizes that readers often want the bottom line i.e., the most important information, first.  Therefore, a discussion of how to register for courses at your college or university would begin with the most critical information, which is determining which courses satisfy the requirements of your major, keeping in mind that these courses may have prerequisites.  Following this, the next priority is to consult the schedule bulletin to see which of those classes are offered in a particular semester.  Then, decide which takes precedence, according to your personal time constraints and situation, between class time (day, night, and weekend) and choice of professor.
B. How you would propose reducing the time required to register for classes or to change your schedule: chronological

We choose a chronological pattern to discuss reducing the time required to register for classes or to change your schedule, as it is a matter of completing a set of necessary tasks in a timely and efficient manner, in order to register for a desired class before they fill up.  Each student should, in this order, 1. Consult with their advisor, 2. Look for what courses are offered for a particular semester, 3. Look at the schedule of available courses, 4. Gather all necessary information ahead of time before attempting to register, 5. Attempt to register for the courses you want during your priority registration period.  Doing any of these steps out of order may cause wasted time.
C. The current price of gasoline: cause and effect
‘Cause and effect’ is an appropriate but difficult organizational pattern to discuss the current price of gasoline since there is no scientific way to determine either, only theories.  OPEC’s production quotas, market conditions (recession), emerging markets,  peak oil theory (that the world is essentially running out of oil), the time of year (people drive more on Labor Day weekend, and oil traders and brokers are aware of historical trends in gasoline use), etc. are all potential contributors to the current price of gasoline. 

D. Advances in manufacturing technology:  problem–method-solution

The ‘problem-methods-solution’ is the best organizational pattern suitable to discussion of advances in manufacturing technology, as this format reflects the logic used in carrying out a project.  Historically, early industrial agriculture associated with simpler manufacturing technology yielded lower production, paid more for human labor and perhaps associated health risk hazards, etc.  However, advances in manufacturing technology have lead to automation of the same work once carried out by human farm labor, leading to increases in productivity, and less need for human labor.
E. A student organization on your campus: classification and partition

A discussion of a student organization on your campus is best presented using a ‘classification and partition’ pattern as items can be assigned to categories. For example, IEEE is an organization of electrical engineers offering different categories of resources to help students, employers, educators, etc.  It also partitions electrical engineers into different groups such as communications, machinery, etc.  IEEE also organizes different events for various occasions that help students get to know the electrical engineering community better and students get to meet a variety of people around the globe, exchange ideas, and communicate amongst peers. 
F. The tutorials that come with two different software programs: compare and contrast
‘Compare and contrast’ is the best organizational pattern to describe and evaluate tutorials that come with two different software programs.  A discussion of the two different tutorials will depend upon the user’s potential needs. For example, if electrical engineering students look for software programs such as Multisim and PSPICE, they would first look for free-trial versions, then for basic information on how to build circuits using different components, and instruction on how to use the software, such as creating and editing files.  It would be advantageous for students to examine an analysis of the tutorials to learn the pro’s and con’s of each software program to decide ahead of time which one would suit their circuit design simulations.

G. Mp3 players: classification and partition
‘Classification and Partition’ is the best organizational pattern to present detailed information of MP3 players to users. However, we chose to focus only on partitioning as it is the process of breaking a unit down into its components, whereas classification is the process of assigning items to categories.  Partitioning is used in descriptions of objects, mechanisms, and processes, as in the MP3 operating manual.   It typically describes product features, such as a product specifications (memory, battery life, user interface), and how to operate a product by providing instruction for first-time users (how to turn on and off, play song, download or sync files, change volume, etc.)

H. Increased security in airports: problem-methods-solution

A discussion of increased security in airports would best be presented in the ‘problem-methods-solutions’ format.  This organizational pattern reflects the logic used in carrying out a project.  For instance, it has been shown that any airport can potentially be targeted by terrorism. Air-travel is a modern necessity, concern for security in airports is legitimate, and security needs to be addressed. 

H. The room in which you are sitting: spatial

A discussion of the room in which you are sitting would best be met using a ‘spatial’ pattern because it is useful for describing objects and physical sites.  For example, two students working in the group-study room on the first floor of the UNO library give directions to a third classmate who is unaware of the library’s floor plan. They may use words and phrases that indicate their physical location, such as room-number and “down the hall towards the computer lab, to the right, etc...”  They may describe the room as having enough table and chair space for studying together.
J. A guitar: classification and partition ( briefly could be partition)

‘General to specific’ and ‘classification and partition’ are the best organizational patterns for a discussion of guitars. ‘General to specific’ is an organizational pattern that is used when readers need a general understanding of a subject before they can understand and remember the details. Classifying is the process of assigning items to categories, where as partitioning is the process of breaking a unit into its components. It is used in descriptions of objects, mechanisms and processes. We chose this pattern because not everyone knows what kind of instrument a guitar is, where it fits in the family of musical instruments, or what the components of a guitar are – what makes up a guitar, what kind of music or sounds a guitar plays.  In order to understand what it is, people need to know general information first, then specific information later.  From this, we can say there are different kinds of guitars (classification), such as electrical, acoustical, classical or bass.  We can then describe each guitar component (partition) such as neck, fret board, frets (if they have it), body, strings, etc.

K. Cooperative education and internships for college students: compare and contrast
The ‘compare and contrast’ pattern is used to describe and evaluate two or more items or options and it appears to be the best fit for the topic of cooperative education and internships for college students.  For instance, a cooperative education program is something that a student can simultaneously both undertake as study as well as work.  However, for any given internship program, a student may only work full time.  For cooperative education, students can only work when they are registered in their college or university where-as internship students may work before or, within a brief time-frame, after graduation.  In some universities, internship can be a requirement for graduation for no credit where as co-op is not a typical graduation requirement.  If a student does a co-op job he or she would likely receive credit. These distinctions are best exemplified vis-à-vis the ‘compare and contrast’ pattern.
L. Digital and film photography: chronological/general to specific 

A combination of chronological with general-to-specific patterning seems to be the best format for a discussion of film and digital photography.  The larger, general category of photography may be subdivided into specific areas detailing a timeline of technological development, as the discussion is related to the history of photography.  For example, it would help to know that technology which gave rise to film photography was developed earlier in time than that of digital photography: the capture of 2-D images on glass plates came about in the early 1800’s, while the capture and saving of photographic images on internal storage developed in the digital age, during the late 1900’s. (Precursors to the modern camera were discussed in the Book of Optics by Ibn al-Haytham in the 11th century.)
M. How to prepare for a job interview: more important to less important

A’ more to less important pattern’ works in a discussion of how to prepare for a job interview, as there are some points that are more critical than others.  This is not to say that the details do not matter.  Sometimes it is the details that land you the job.  First, study up on how to go through the procedure of a job interview, noting that the procedure may basically be the same, though each job interview will be different.  Know what an interview is in the first place: that you will be running down your skill set and knowledge, strengths and weaknesses, and trying to make a good impression in a short period of time.  Beforehand, do research on the organization, know what they do, how they do it, and what is currently going on (special project, merger, new product), because this is your one time to show that you are capable of doing your homework.  Now that you have your background information on the company, and you know what an interview entails, think about what you can offer them, considering how all of your previous experiences have prepared you to contribute to helping the organization reach its goals. Having covered these major points, now consider the questions the interviewer may surprise you with, and be ready to respond when they want to know if you have any questions for them. Finally, rehearse through role-playing, because there is a difference between thinking through the scenario in your mind and having a live person asking you the questions.  
