Senator Mary Landrieu,

I am a retired US Air Force serviceman.  I am writing to you because I feel that my education benefits that were promised me when I joined the military have been altered to meet a shrinking budget and now they will not meet my needs.  I joined the military in 1975, during the Vietnam Veterans Era, however since I remained on active duty this program was scrapped for the Montgomery GI Bill.  The only issue I have with the Montgomery GI Bill is that it limited the use to 10 years after departing the military whether you serve 4 years or 20 years.  

Directly after retiring I started to use my educational benefits by working toward an Electronics Engineering degree program, but after entering the workforce, in 1995, I found that there was not much need for Electronics Engineers.  Instead, I found myself expanding the skills I acquired while I was in the Air Force, and specialized in the field of computer networks. Since this was a new exploding industry a degree was not needed, only the experience was being sought.  I thrived in this industrial boom of computers and looked for other fields of work to ensure I would continue to be employable.  I chose the airline industry; since I was already a private pilot I looked to extend my education by getting my Airline Transportation Pilot (ATP) license.  So I took a course in Instrument Flight Rules and was working on getting ATP license when Sept 11, 2001 occurred.  The computer industry had started to wain and the airline industry was laying off pilots as the airline companies were getting close to bankruptcy.   By Feb 2003 I lost my job in the computer industry and could not find another suitable position.  I sought work in other fields while trying to get a full time position in the computer industry to no avail.  After a year had pasted I agreed to relocate back to the town I grew up in, Slidell La.  My father operates an Engineering and Architectural firm in Slidell.  I now need to obtain a degree in Civil Engineering to continue the family business.

I contacted the Department of Veterans Affairs in Muskogee OK, requesting they extend deadline for using the Montgomery GI Bill.  They denied my request and they notified me that I would have to appeal the action.  There were no grounds in the appeal process for my circumstances, see attached denial letter.  

I have since started attending the University of New Orleans as an undergraduate in the College of Civil Engineering.  My UNO ID # is 2271673 and have been attending since August 2006.  This was 11 years after my retirement date.  Now when I really need the benefits I cannot use them.  I am not looking for a handout.   I would only like to be able to use the benefits I feel I earned during my 20 years service to our country.  Please assist me with regaining my remaining Education Benefits under the GI Bill.

Thank you in advance,

David Dammon

117 N. Queens Dr.

Slidell, LA 70458

David.dammon@charter.net
