David P. Dammon

117 N. Queens Dr.

Slidell, LA 70458

(985) 285-4657

SSN# 438-96-2519

Department of Veterans Affairs




September, 30 2004

P.O. Box 8888

Muskogee, OK 74402-8888

Sir,

I am writing to request an extension on my Montgomery GI Bill - Active Duty Educational Assistance Program.   I retired from active duty Air Force Oct 1st 1994.  

Directly after retiring I started to use my educational benefits by working toward an Electronics Engineering degree program, but entering the workforce I found that there was not much need for Electronics Engineers.  Instead, I found myself expanding the skills I acquired while I was in the Air Force, and specialized in the field of computer networks. Since this was a new industry a degree was not needed, only the experience was being sought.  I thrived in this industrial boom of computers and looked for other fields of work to ensure I would continue to be employable.  I chose the airline industry; since I was already a private pilot I looked to extend my education by getting my Airline Transportation Pilot (ATP) license.  So I took a course in Instrument Flight Rules and was working on getting ATP license when Sept 11, 2001 occurred.  The computer industry had started to wain and the airline industry was laying off pilots as the airline companies were getting close to bankruptcy.   By Feb 2003 I lost my job in the computer industry and could not find another suitable position.  I sought work in other fields while trying to get a full time position in the computer industry to no avail.  After a year had pasted I have found a position in a company doing Architectural and Civil Engineering; my wife and I relocated from Fort Worth Tx  this past summer to Slidell, La. As part of my agreement with this company I will need a Civil Engineering degree.  I have researched the Civil Engineering degree program at the University of New Orleans and will enroll after my 1 year state residency has been full filled.  Until that time I am enrolling with in an Independent Study program at Louisiana State University. I would like to continue to use the benefits I earned during my 20 years service to our country.  I respectfully request a 5 year extension on my GI Bill educational benefits to complete a Civil Engineering degree program.

Thank you,

David Dammon

