Commentary on Boxer Revolution

The documentary we watched explained that during the Christian missionary insurgency in China, local peasant farmers disliked the message the missionaries were telling them.  These local peasant farmers banded together without a leader, known as boxers.  Boxers believed that if they were pure in heart they would be possessed with a form of their god making them invincible in battle.  (In all actuality the boxers were probably possessed by demons.)  This movement continued to grow only by word of mouth from village to village.  This boxer uprising became a turning point in China’s history.   
Once the boxer revolution was in full strength, they started assignating missionaries as well as any foreigners.  Because of the death threats the foreigners moved to what they thought was a safe zone at the Legation, in Pekin. All foreigners worked together to stay alive inside the compound.  Although the existing monarch had signed a treaty with the British she was looking for a way to regain her power.  The boxer revolution provided her the perfect opportunity, she ordered her military to fight along side the boxers.  The combined forces were able to keep the foreigners prisonner within the Legation for 55 days.  Eventually, outside forces came to their rescue.  At this point the Empress turned on the boxers and supported the foreigners.  The foreign militaries held trials and executed the boxers.
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