The Burden of Guilt

1. Identify Para-Military.

Para-military organizations played a large role to the political wars that were going on.  “At first they helped to recruit new members for certain parties, and served as “security guards” (Saalschutz), or as strong-arm squads.  In the end they turned into centers for the unemployed, and eventually, more or less well-armed private armies of the party leaders.” (pg 66)  Among the organizations there was a large group called Stahlhelm (steel helmet).  They instigated political battles by insulting the flag of the Republic saying the colors were black, red and mustard – not black, red and gold.  Then they would fly the flag of the old Imperial, black, white and red on every occasion.

2. Identify the Gestapo.

The Gestapo was an army within the German army, the most loyal to the Fuehrer.  They would put people in concentration camps or murder them if they disagreed with Hitler or for that matter if Hitler was upset with them.  They were also responsible under Hitler’s orders to eliminate or kill the Jewish problem.

3. What is the background of the author Hannah Vogt, and why did she write The Burdent of Guilt?  Does she achieve the goal she set out to in writing the book?

Hannah Vogt was a civil servant who’s specialty was in problems of civic education and was already a published writer when in 1959 she got this idea of writing the book.  “The Burden of Guilt was in a real sense the result of the anti-semitic outrages of 1959.” (pg XV)  She also was prompted by the Diesterweg Press to write the book after parliamentary demands for a speedy re-examination of historical instruction in the Hesson school system.  She also wanted the German youth to understand their country’s past in order to avoid repeating the crimes in the future.

4. Discuss the “Stab in the Back” theory, can it be justified?

In 1919 a Commission of Inquiry was called.  Field Marshal von Hindenburg stated that the army and the military chiefs had done their best.  “The German people and political parties, however, had deserted the men fighting at the front, and in the words of a British general “stabbed the army in the back”.” (pg 15).  Because the British Navy had sealed off the North Sea, Germany had to start rationing their supplies.  The political leadership was weak and military leaders would interfere with their leadership.  They were able to persuade the Kaiser to have unrestricted submarine warfare in neutral waters, which then brought the USA into the war.  “The German military chiefs gave conclusive proof of their political ineptitude by being unable to produce even one rational plan for terminating the war.” (pg 23)  General Ludendorf thoughts were of “victory or defeat” his military mind did not grasp that victories would only be won if it could lead to a long lasting peace.  Ludendorf thought of a defeat as “destruction”, he couldn’t even stop to consider that one could survive even in defeat.  I do not think the “stab in the back” theory was justified, but it was a great instrument for propaganda promoting the hatred of democracy.

5. Would you identify Hitler and the Nazis with the Reactionary Right or the Radical Left?  Why?

Hitler believed that he would decide what was good for the German people.  He was a Reactionary Right Wing Psychopath.  Reactionary Right Wing governments were violent enemies of the Radical Left Wing.  The main thing that placed each of these governments at the extreme end of the political spectrum was their willingness to commit violence in order to obtain their goals.  Hitler signed a decree that took away civil rights, personal liberty, freedom of the press and of assembly.  Now doesn’t this sound like communism?  He also believed that the Aryan Race was the only true race, and any person that did not agree with him were either murdered or sent to a rehabilitation camp.  

6. What role, if any did Germany’s need for living space, account for the ideology of Hitler.  How did Hitler attend to acquire this living space and who would be the victims?  Was this a view shared by all Germans?

Hitler believed that there was only one true race.  “In Germany itself there was the growing view that Hitler’s policies aimed at uniting all Germans into a single state,  “one nation, one Reich, one Fuehrer” was the slogan.” (pg 183) He invaded Austria by forcing the Austrian minister to sign a pre-fabricated telegram asking for the invasion of German troops to bring peace and order in his country.  He also told Czechoslovakia that they would be invaded from all sides, the bombarding of Prague and that no one would stop him from doing so.  The Czech government signed an agreement giving Hitler what he wanted.  Hitler still wanted more living space for his true race.  For this to come about he invaded more countries, either through threats or his most desired way – war.  He wanted to control all of Europe.  The German’s and Danish would be of a higher class of people, while the French and Italians would be commoners.  All of the slaviks would be treated as sub-humans and would become slave labor.  The Jewish people he wanted dead.

When Hitler wanted to smash Czechoslovakia by military action, the leaders of the German armed forces did not give Hitler their support.  A small group of conspirators even went as far as wanting Hitler arrested if he gave the order to attack.  Even the German people turned away in fear and silence.

7. Does the following statement from Burden of Guilt, accurately describe Nazi Germany under Hitler?  Germany was “a state which claimed the total home being for itself”. (pg 167)

Hitler never came to an understanding with the Protestant Church.  German Christians would inevitably run into a conflict with the “laws of blood and soil”.  All clergy were to swear loyalty to Hitler’s person.  “Hitler’s real plans were known to his inner circle, where he dropped all pretense: “The churches may take command of the German in the hereafter.  The German nation, through its Fuehrer, takes command of the German in this world!” (pg 168)  As stated before, Hitler was a psychopath that wanted world power at any cost.  It was Hitler’s way or no way and he would not let anyone stop him.  He had to conquer the world to make way for the new race.  If anyone disagreed with him they would be risking not only their own life, but also the life of his entire family.  He did not care what kind of suffering people had to go through, as long as the end result was to HIS benefit.  Not only did his generals fear him, but most of Germany feared him as well.  His allies knew that when (if) he won the war, he would turn on them as well.

8. Discus the origins of anti-Semitism in Germany and how the Nazis under Hitler carried out the genocide of the European Jews.

The Jewish people were loyal to their faith, in so far as they would not socialize with people not of their faith.  They were treated as strangers and put under special legislation.  The first violent act against Jews on German soil happened during the time of the Crusades.  “Bands of crusaders and adventurers marched through the lands to wrest Christ’s grave from the hands of the infidels.” (pg 213)  This train of thought made it easy to arouse the people towards massive acts of hatred and violence towards the Jewish people.  Entire communities would be entirely wiped out.  “Once hatred begins, it resembles a fire which keeps smolderting unless completely extinguished.” (pg 214)  There were people who believed that the Jew’s were evil, and sided with the devil.  They were accused of poisoning wells, and even rumors were started that they used the blood of Christian children to celebrate Passover.  But during the time of enlightenment things charged for the better, but there were still people (even today), who have kept their hatred towards them.

In completing Hitler’s final solution to the Jewish problem he gave the Nazis SS a free hand.  They would burn their homes and business.  Entire families would be taken from their houses and would be shot.  In Poland “the Jews were herded into designated parts of the towns, and the entire area was surrounded with fences and cordoned off with signs which warned “  “No trespassing, Jewish quarter”.” (pg 227)  Priest were sent to ghettoes, and from there concentration camps, once there they went thru inhumane treatment.  They were forced into slave labor and would literally be worked to death.  The SS guards held daily roll calls forcing the already near death prisoners dressed in rages, to stand in all types of weather, rain, snow, and hot sun.  This could last from 24 – 48 hours at a time, and for those that would fall down they were kicked or beat.  They were used for cruel and extremely painful medical experiments.  They were sent to the gas chambers and their bodies were dumped into an open graves, but some were still alive when they were buried.  There were over five million Jews that were murdered.  What is horrible to think about, is that, had Hitler not been defeated he very well could have carried out his final solutions and we also could very well be speaking German! 
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