Commentary on Galileo and the Sinful Spyglass

The Roman Catholic Church supported the known order of the universe, the geocentric model, because they believed it was supported biblically.   Aristotle knew that the earth was the center of the universe and everything revolved around the earth.  Copernicus had an unsupported theory that the sun was the center and the earth revolved around the sun.  This outraged the Roman Catholic Church, after all the Church supported geocentric model.  The church prohibited the advocacy of heliocentrism.  Then along came Galileo Galilei who had invented a spy glass that looked into the heavens.  Galileo claimed to have seen moons revolving around Jupiter; from this he surmises that the earth revolves around the sun.  The church warned Galileo that if he persisted in spreading these rumors that the earth revolved around the sun he would be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.  After all Galileo had dropped out of his higher education within the church.  He recanted his heretic ideas and goes off to do more investigations.  A new pope became the head of the church and Galileo saw an opportunity to spew his heliocentrism views.  He actually wrote a book in the context that he thought he could publish and not take the responsibility.  The church found that Galileo had not followed their warning, after all they had documentation that he recanted his support of heliocentrism.  The church was ready to string him up, but instead they gave him a lighter sentence of house arrest.  During his house arrest Galileo continued to write about his theories and unsupported ideas, he privately distributed these documents to other countries that did not follow the Roman Catholic church beliefs.  

I believe the church should have executed him, after all I wouldn’t be required to take Physics.

David Dammon 

Feb 14, 2008 

History 1002  
