Winston Churchill “The Iron Curtain”

1. Britain emerged from the Second World War much weaker than it had been before 1939.  Does Churchill’s speech acknowledge the new role his country was prepared to play?

Britain with other countries will contribute militaries and money to the United Nations.

2. What will the postwar relationship between the United States and Britain be like?  How does Churchill envisage Anglo-American relations?

Churchill acknowledged that the United States and Great Britain could not interfere forcibly in the Soviet Union, but insisted that "we must never cease to proclaim in fearless tones the great principles of freedom and the rights of man which are the joint inheritance of the English-speaking world."

3. What is the principal threat to the postwar peace?

The atomic bomb and keeping its ability out of other countries.  The second threat is tyranny.

4. How does Churchill propose that Soviet aggression be met?

The Soviet Union admired strength and have little respect for weakness.  “The old balance of power is unsound.”  Therefore the United Nations through diplomacy must deal with the aggression.

5. What, in Churchill’s view, was the role of the newly founded United Nations?

To create a new world order, arms control, and the use of military power and alliances to preserve peace. To mobilize a military from the countries of the participating parties.   Each military will train at home and wear the uniform of their perspective country.  Each country will provide militaries to locations where the United Nations need them and wear the badge of the United Nations.
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