Assignment 4: Research Your Favorite Instrument On The Web
A. Task
To find and submit ten (10) Web sites related to ONE instrument you choose to research. You may choose from any of the instruments mentioned in the course (examples of valid instruments are, therefore, the oboe, the mezzo-soprano voice, or the guitar).
Your assignment submission needs to include: 
· Two sites for each one of the categories listed below, and 
· A short paragraph presenting a summary of the research in each category. 
The categories are: 
1. History and/or Manufacturers:
Information about well-known makers and the instrument's history. If you choose the voice, you can obviously skip the manufacturers, and concentrate on the history.
2. Famous Performers:
This one is quite self evident. You are not restricted to any particular period or style. For example, if you favorite instrument is guitar, you can choose Eric Clapton and John Williams.
3. Famous composers:
Another self evident one. Again, you are not restricted to any particular period or style. One example from the class is the Leonard Bernstein site at the Library of Congress. Did Bernstein, for example, write any pieces for your favorite instrument?
4. Repertoire:
What are the most famous pieces written for your chosen instrument? Submit a list of five famous pieces written for the instrument, and two (2) sites that were sources for the information. Here's a site that might help: www.naxos.com
5. Famous Orchestras:
Your favorite instrument will likely, but not necessarily, be part of a traditional symphony orchestra like the one you studied in the Orchestral Timbres class. You should submit and comment on two (2) orchestra websites. 
B. Process 
· Decide which instrument you are going to research. The choice of an instrument should be made AS SOON AS POSSIBLE in order to allow the most time for research. 
· Do research on the selected instrument: Research two (2) sites in each of the five categories in (A) above.
· Submit the 10 sites you have come up with in your research, along with a paragraph for each category summarizing their content and why they were chosen.
Good luck, and remember: Start this assignment as soon as you can!
On the Submit Web Query Assignment page, type your answer into the empty box. When you are ready, click Submit to send your answer to your instructor.
Important Hint
We highly recommend you type your answer using any word processor (PC Users: You can use WordPad or NotePad. Mac Users: You can use TextEdit.). Please make sure you save your work as you go along. When you are done, CUT and PASTE your answer into the empty box. That way, if for any reason you loose your internet connection in the middle of typing your answer, you won't lose all the work you have done up to that point.


The history of the original violin is not clear and open for debate.  Some want to give credit for the early design to Leonardo da Vinci while others say that that violin was designed and crafted in northern Italy by musicians and craftsmen.  Although the origin of the violin is up for grabs, almost everyone agrees that the “Stradivarius” has become the name brand to own for excellence in craftsmanship and sound quality.  The Smithsonian Institute website states that those made by Stradivari had a label which, “uses the Latin inscription Antonius Stradivarius Cremonensis Faciebat Anno [date]. This inscription indicates the maker (Antonio Stradivari), the town (Cremona), and "made in the year," followed by a date that is either printed or handwritten. Copies made after 1891 may also have a country of origin printed in English at the bottom of the label, such as "Made in Czechoslovakia," or simply "Germany." Such identification was required after 1891 by United States regulations on imported goods. “ 
There is a plethora of famous violinist, so I’ll keep with two from the United States of America.  Rachel Barton Pine started learning to play the violin at the age of 3 years old and played with the Chicago Symphony at the age of 10 years old.  Pine, “enjoys performing chamber music and has been a guest artist with such groups as the Chicago Baroque Ensemble and the Pacifica String Quartet.”  Amy Barlowe actually started out as a violist at the age of 10 or 11 and had to take private lessons violin, “because the orchestra teachers desperately wanted her to stay a violist!”  After some time her parents found that she had been playing Mendelssoh concerto by ear and she had never learned to count the music.  Amy learned her basics from Margaret Pardee and after some doing attended Juilliard.
There are many famous composers for the violin, yet one composer stands out.  Ludwig Von Beethoven was one of those composers; he was born in Germany and moved to Austria to compose.  The genre for his symphonies is considered Classical Period/Symphony.  Beethoven was first tutored by Mozart, then by Haydn in Vienna.  The most amazing thing Beethoven accomplished was his final symphony, which he completed after he was completely deaf.
Beethoven wrote amongst others Opus, Symphonies Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9.    Symphony No. 1  in C major, Op. 21 published in 1801; No. 2 in D major, Op. 36 written in 1801-1802; No. 3 in E flat, Op. 55 “Eroica” completed 1804; No. 4 in B Flat, Op. 60 written 1806; No. 5 in C minor, Op. 67 written between 1804 - 08; No. 6 in F major, Op. 68 “Pastoral Symphony” written in 1808; No. 7 in A major, Op. 92 written 1811; No. 8 in F major, Op. 93 written 1812; No. 9 in D minor: Choral, Op. 125 completed his final symphony in 1824.  Beethoven’s work generally followed the traditional model for symphonies with four movements; however he strayed from this model on No. 6 using five movements.  Symphonies No. 5 & 6 were initially played together and the critics 
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