Sir/Maam,

I am a retired US Air Force serviceman.  I am writing to you because I feel that my education benefits, that were promised me when I joined the military, have been minimized to meet a shrinking budget and now they will not meet my needs. I have used some of my Montgomery Bill education benefits since retiring however; my 10-year limit has expired.  I am asking for two things, first to assist me with extending the time limit on my education benefits; second, is for you to sponsor a bill that rescinds the 10-year limit for all retired military GI Bill education benefits.  
The GI Bill education package was setup as one of many comprehensive benefits for members of the US Armed Forces to compensate for their service to this country.  These members have protected this country while being separated from family members for extended periods of time, asked to serve in isolated areas, asked to serve in hostile areas sometimes with their mortal lives.  Many in the military are serving in locations for extended periods of time where it is not possible to bring their family due to the isolated location or due to the current threat level.  Because of the possibility of dying it only makes sense to have the benefits for life.  

Since retiring from active duty in 1994, I have used a portion of my education benefit.  The course of study I was engaged in did not show promising benefits for the amount of money being spent, I didn’t want to waste my education benefits studying something that would not make a lucrative career.  In 2004 I found that one career that will pay substantially the cost of the benefit package spent.  This same year I enrolled in a College of Civil Engineering at the University of New Orleans and have completed 29 semester hours toward a Bachelor degree without the assistance of my earned education benefit. Prior to my benefit expiration in 2004 I contacted the Department of Veterans Affairs in Muskogee OK, requesting they extend my deadline for using the Montgomery GI Bill.  They denied my request and notified me that I would have to appeal the action.  According to the documentation provided there are no grounds in the appeal process for my circumstances.  I have serviced my country and now when I really need the education benefit I cannot use it.  I am not looking for a handout, I am not asking for more money in the kitty.   I only want to be able to use the benefits I feel I earned during my service to our country.  

The GI Bill education benefit is a much-needed opportunity for military members after they leave active duty.  I ask that you assist me in extending my education benefit so that I may use it as intended, to educate toward a meaningful career.  Secondly, I ask that you sponsor a bill that eliminates the 10-year prohibition on the use of this benefit for all retired military members.
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