[image: image1.png]The University has adopted Louisiana Facility Planning and Control’s methods for writing specifications for
materials in Public Works Projects. All specifications for Public Works Projects for which the University or its
Consultant prepare a Technical Specifications Section (projects exceeding $25,000) must be pr:epared
accordingly (see below). If a consultant is used he/she must be instructed to prepare specifications
accordingly.

Facility Planning recognizes four methods of specifying:

1. Proprietary- (preferred) Specifies actual brand names, model numbers, and other proprietary
information.

2. Reference - Requires a product or process to be in accordance with an established standard.

3. Descriptive- Defines exact properties of materials and methods of installation without using
proprietary names. :

4. Performance- Specifies the required results and the criteria by which the performance can be
verified. The Contractor is free to find material complying with the performance criteria.

Proprietary Specifications

Facility Planning prefers to use proprietary specifications above all others, wherever possible. When in
the specifications the Designer uses a proprietary specification, he shall adequately identify said product
by including at least two (2) manufacturers that are acceptable as to function and quality for each item
specified by manufacturer, and model or series numbers for each manufacturer so named. The
specifications shall state clearly that when a proprietary specification is used, it is used only to denote
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the quality standard of the products desired, and that they do not restrict Bidders to the specific brand,
make, manufacturer or specification named; that they are used only to set forth and convey to
prospective Bidders the general style, type, character and quality of the products desired; and that
equivalent products will be acceptable, but only with written prior approval as described below.

Reference Specification

‘Where recognized by the construction industry as being an accepted method for specifying a particular
item, Facility Planning has no objection to specifying by reference standard (such as ASTM, ANSI,
ACI, ete.). However, such reference shall not be used as a substitute for design. The designer is
responsible for these decisions. Any reference standards where the date is not specified, shall mean the
latest edition of such standards published prior to the date of the specifications, in accordance with the
abbreviation referred to in the Technical Provisions. Where such a reference is made, the applicable
standard is hereby made part of the specifications which refers to it to the same extent as if written out in
that specification in full. The Designer shall have in his possession, or ready access to, a copy of any
standard referred to in the specifications. In all specifications where an item is specified by reference
standard only, the Designer shall state in that section if prior approval is required. If prior
approval is required, and if a minimum of two (2) manufacturers and product numbers have not
been approved before issuance of the last addendum, then the Designer shall include a minimum
of two (2) manufacturers approved in the last addendum. The Designer is responsible for knowing
the content and purpose of the standard before incorporating it into the Construction Documents.

Performance and Descriptive Specifications

They are not to be used where a proprietary specification can be written. Performance and/or descriptive
specifications will be allowed for products which the construction industry recognizes and specifies by
these methods (steel, concrete, lumber, piping, etc.). If Facility Planning feels a product can be specified
by a proprietary specification, the Designer will be requested to rewrite the specification. Each section
of the specifications where a performance or descriptive specification is written shall state whether or
not prior approval is required. If prior approval is required, the Designer shall submit to Facility
Planning and Control, prior to advertising, a minimum of two (2) maiufacturers and
corresponding model or series numbers that meets the specification.





