Department of Public Safety and Corrections

Office of State Fire Marshall Code Enforcement and Building Safety

5150 Florida Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA 70806

Attn: John Whitaker

         Architect

RE: Variance Request

        P0228783

       Terrell Miceli Investigations

       430 Old Spanish Trail

       Slidell, LA 70458

Dear Mr. Whitaker

We are asking for a variance on this project:

After the contractor had finished the building for Fire Marshall inspection, It was noted that the rear stairs don’t meet code requirements for a two-story building. The code requires that there be a landing if the stair height is over 12 ft. The stairs were constructed and have a height of 15’ with no landing. 

There are reasons that the stairs couldn’t be installed to code. 

1. The width of the property didn’t allow for enough parking in the front of the building, so we had to put two parking spaces in the rear of the property with access down the side of the building in front of the stairs. 

2. The stairs couldn’t be extended to the side of the building with a platform due to personal not having a place to stop before entering the driveway to look both ways for traffic.

We have discussed this with the local Fire Marshall and his thoughts were the same.

There is a stair entrance on front of the building that does meet the code requirement due to it being able to be inside the building and wrap around with the proper landings. Because the stairs in question are on the rear of the building we didn’t have the proper allotted space to include a landing. 

In closing I would like to say that this particular office is a private Investigator and does not rely on walk-in clients. This building has an occupant load of fewer than 50 persons. All personal that will be using the rear exit will be trained on how to use this picturlar stairs.

Any help in this matter would be greatly appreciated. Please call me with any questions.

Thank you,

Chuck Dammon 

Vice President & Project Manger

Chuckdammon@yahoo.com
DammonEngineering.com

