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Man gets life for molesting 4-year-old girl
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FORT WORTH - A 56-year-old Fort Worth man was sentenced to life in prison Wednesday for sexually assaulting a 4-year-old girl last year at his wife's in-home day-care center.

Jurors in state District Judge Sharen Wilson's court deliberated just 22 minutes before sentencing Blair Arden Gravens to life in prison for two counts of aggravated sexual assault of a child and 20 years for one count of indecency with a child.

The panel also fined him $10,000 on each count. The sentences will run concurrently.

Gravens must serve at least 30 years before he is eligible for parole.

"I was thrilled with the jury's verdict," said prosecutor Steve Jumes, who tried the case with Lori Varnell. "They made the proper statement: Children are precious, and you can't abuse them.

"The swiftness of the verdict shows how emphatic they were. Given that he did something like this to a toddler, that man deserved everything he got."

Defense attorney Danny Burns was in court all day Thursday and could not be reached for comment.

Although jurors convicted Gravens for sexually abusing the 4-year-old girl, they found him not guilty on a second charge of indecency fondling, stemming from allegations that he molested a different 4-year-old girl at the day-care center.

Gravens, a wallpaper hanger, was arrested Nov. 14, 2003, on allegations that he sexually assaulted a child inside his home in the 10000 block of Maria Drive. The child told her mother that she had seen obscene pictures on Gravens' computer and later told her aunt that Gravens had had sexual contact with her.

Gravens was free on bail when he was arrested again Dec. 3 on new allegations that he touched the clothed private parts of a different 4-year-old girl at the day-care center.

During the three-day trial, Gravens denied the allegations but said he could not remember if he had accessed pornography while the children were there, officials said.

Gravens admitted that he had touched the first child's private parts but said he was helping her get a piece of paper out of her underwear, officials said.

During the punishment phase of the trial, jurors saw several images of children in various sex acts and suggestive poses that were taken from a computer in Gravens' home. They also heard that while Gravens was in the Tarrant County Jail, he met a man accused of raping his daughter and agreed to help the man get the charges dropped.

After Gravens was released on bail, he took the man's 17-year-old daughter to the district attorney's office, as well as to a defense attorney's office, to try to get his cellmate's case dismissed.

That didn't happen, and in September, the girl's father was sentenced to life in prison for rape.
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