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Sharonda, please log in and bring to Monica.

   Monica, please format draft and return.

   Chuck, FYI.  Final letter will be signed and mailed to you within a 

few

   days.

This  office  is  in  receipt  of  your  request  for appeal concerning 

the

requirement  to  provide  a  compliant exit stair handrail extension at 

the

referenced facility and, after review, makes the following observations 

and

determination.

The referenced facility is a two-story, 4,490 sq. ft. business 

occupancy of

new  construction.   One  of  the  interior  fire  stair  enclosures  

has a

deficient  handrail.   NFPA  101:7.2.2.4.2  requires compliant 

handrails on

both sides of new stairs.  On one stairway, the outer handrail is 

deficient

in  that  the  required  rail  extension  at  the base of the stairs is 

not

provided  do to encroachment by an adjacent exit access door.  The 

handrail

terminates at the nose of the first stair tread.

As  equivalency  to the requirement of the code you propose a full 

building

sprinkler  system  within  the  facility.   Because NFPA 101:38.3.5. 

has no

requirement   for  this  facility  to  be  sprinklered,  you  present  

this

non-required system as an aid in slowing fire growth in order to allow 

more

time   for   building   occupants   to  negotiate  the  deficient  

handrail

termination.

The  NFPA 101 Life Safety Code and adopted national fire codes require 

fire

protection features that will provide a minimum acceptable level of 

safety.

The  features  required  by  these  codes  may  be altered, 

substituted, or

omitted,  if alternative features are proposed that will provide a 

level of

safety equivalent to that provided by compliance with specific 

requirements

of these codes.

Based  on a review of the documentation described above, this office 

hereby

grants  the requested appeal to allow the termination of the stair 

handrail

to remain as described above, based on the equivalencies presented.

Please  be  advised  that  the  granting of this appeal request 

indicates a

determination  of equivalency to specific requirements of the NFPA 101 

Life

Safety Code and adopted national fire codes.  This equivalency applies 

only

to this specific installation and shall not be arbitrarily applied to 

other

projects  of  similar  facilities. This determination shall remain 

valid as

long as the provisions of this determination are provided and 

maintained.

Please  enclose  a  copy  of this letter, with any future 

correspondence on

this  project.   If  you  should  have further questions or need 

additional

clarifications, please feel free to contact this office.

Sincerely,

V. J. Bella

State Fire Marshal

VJB/JCC/md

 Cc:  Henry Fry

      Don Zeringue

      Jean Carter

      Edwin Lee

      New Orleans District
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