AREA OF RESCUE ASSISTANCE ARE NOT REQUIRED AT THE FOLLOWING:

· Areas of rescue assistance are not required at non-habitable spaces such as mechanical mezzanines.  

· Areas of rescue assistance are not required at OPEN parking garage stairs.  

· Areas of rescue assistance are not required when the building has a SUPERVISED sprinkler system. 

· Areas of rescue assistance are not required at stairs that are not substantially renovated even in a Change in Occupancy or in a building where the cost of construction exceeds 50% of the appraised value of the building. 

· Areas of rescue assistance are not required where the exit is accessible to grade.  

· Areas of rescue assistance are not required at church facilities and at private clubs.  

· Areas of rescue assistance are not required at apartments unless there is an accessible apartment located on an upper floor.

AREAS OF RESCUE ASSISTANCE ARE REQUIRED AT THE FOLLOWING:

· All new stairs in new construction (interior and exterior) require an area of rescue assistance.

· All new stairs in additions/renovations to buildings (interior and exterior) require an area of rescue assistance.

· All substantially renovated stairs require an area of rescue assistance.  (substantially renovated means that the stairs are torn out and rebuilt in the same place)

Areas of rescue assistance shall be designed to include the four "S"s:

Space:  At MINIMUM provide a 30" x 48" area (clear of the required path of circulation) at each exit stair.  Provide one 30” x 48” area for every 200 occupants of the floor.

Signage: Signage must indicate that this is an area of rescue assistance and must indicate  how to use the signaling system.

Signaling: Visual and audible communication is required between the area of rescue assistance and the building entry.

Stair width: Provide 48" between handrails of stairs at areas of rescue assistance.

There are discretionary exemptions which exempt storage and industrial spaces from compliance with area of rescue assistance.  

