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Structural Inspection


May 17, 2012

For: 	Jon Gustafson
	Kelli Gustafson
	26306 Cresent Cove Lane
	Katy, TX 77494

Re: 	111 Doubloon Drive
        	Slidell, La. 70461


Construction:
Two-story, wood frame, vinyl veneer and composition shingle roof on a raised CMU conventional foundation.

Scope:
This inspection is limited to a visual inspection of the shell of the home, including the interior and exterior foundation of the residence. No Inspection of the mechanical or electrical systems was performed.  This report is as outlined by the National Academy of Building Inspection Engineers Standards and Practices for Residential and Small Building Property Condition Surveys.  This report is not an explanation of cause, effect, or engineering.  

History:
Jon Gustafson contacted Dammon Engineering to request a structural inspection of the residence after a home inspection report noted that the rear and front porch columns were bowed. 

Findings:
It was noted that the front and rear porches’ 8”x 8” hollow fiber reinforced polymer (FRP) columns are bowed inward towards the house.  The exterior wall of the first floor and internal wall above such wall are the load bearing walls carrying the cantilevered load over the porch.

There are no cracks in the columns, which would indicate stress, and upon trying to move them by force no movement was noted.





There was also no visual indication of roof sag or deflection in areas above the columns.

The columns appear to have been installed off-center of the porch headers, which run lengthwise along the porches.  This position of the columns has allowed them to bow inward toward the residence.  It was noted that the corner columns, which receive weight on two sides, do not appear to be bowed.

Additionally, repair work was noted to the support for the landing at the top of the stairs on the rear of the residence.  It was reported that the bottom of the support post had begun to settle.  Repair work reportedly included cutting off and replacing the bottom portion of the post.  The two pieces were then fastened together by bolts and bracket.  The slight separation visible between the railing and the porch column occurred while this work was in progress.

Conclusion:
Although the appearance of the porch columns and landing support post may not be aesthetically pleasing, they appear to be structurally sound.  

It is recommended that the handrail on the upper landing be replaced.

Sincerely,


Emmett G. (Pete) Dammon, P.E.
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