May 7, 2004

Mr. Jean Carter

Office of State Fire Marshal 

Department of Public Safety and Corrections

5150 Florida Blvd.

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

RE: Abek Real Estate/PO250433

Dear Mr. Carter

We recently had our local Fire Marshall Inspection for the above referenced project, to receive occupation of the building. The local Fire Marshall inspector noted that one of our handrails do not extend past the last tread on the bottom of the stairs. 

We have a two-story business bldg. with 4487 sq.ft on each floor. The first and second floor are totally sprinkled including the attic, with a flow and tamper valve switch to activate an alarm in the event of a fire being detected. With a totally sprinkled building, each floor is considered an area of rescue. Therefore there is no requirement that these stairs be ADA compliant.

Although per NFPA 101:7.2.2.4.5(6) requires the handrail extension to extend not less than one tread pass the bottom riser. Only on one side of the stairs could that be accomplished. We have approximately 3” extension on one side. Please see the enclosed picture.  

The original design for the exit door in the stairs on the first floor had the exit door in the hallway. The owner decided to utilize the attic for storage, with this concept the stairs had to be relocated (flipped) to accommodate the headroom height in the attic stairwell for that doorway, with this they had to relocate the door to the outer side of the hallway. When that happened the 11” extension handrail on the right side of the stairs had to be eliminated near the door to allow access. We are asking for a hardship appeal on this.

Please call me with any question you may have.

Thank you,

Chuck Dammon

VP/Project Manager
